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Hazardous Waste

� New Legislation - Hazardous Waste Regulations and List of Waste 
Regulations in force from 16 July 2005

� What is Hazardous Waste?

• Identified in the European Waste Catalogue

• Includes materials formally known as Special Waste e.g. oils, 
asbestos, paints, pesticides, solvents

� New products classed as hazardous waste include computer 
monitors, TV’s, fluorescent tubes, end of life vehicles



Hazardous Waste

� Small businesses will now find themselves producing hazardous 

waste for the first time

� What should a producer of hazardous waste do?
• Know exactly what the waste contains to determine the 

method of disposal
• Determine whether company should be registered as a 

hazardous waste producer
• Environmental Agency Guidance/Industry Guidance 



Landfill Disposal

� Landfill Regulations in force from 16th July 2005

� Waste Acceptance Criteria
• All waste being disposed of in landfill sites from 16 July must

meet Waste Acceptance Criteria

� New dedicated landfill sites for hazardous waste
• Producer of waste must ensure waste goes to authorised site

There are a limited number of landfill sites authorised to 
receive hazardous waste – nearest site Swindon

• No co-disposal of hazardous and non-hazardous waste
• The costs of disposal will increase
• Waste minimisation important



WEEE Directive

� What is WEEE?
• Waste Electronic and Electrical Equipment

� Purpose of Directive
• Reduce waste from electrical equipment
• Improve the environmental performance of the 

equipment during its life cycle



WEEE Directive

� Who does it effect?
• Those involved in manufacturing, selling, recycling

or treating electrical equipment

� June 2006
• WEEE will be able to be returned to collection

facilities free of charge
• Producers responsible for financing recovery and

disposal



RoHS Directive

� Purpose
• From 1 July 2006 new electrical and electronic

equipment must not contain certain substances

� Who does the new legislation effect?
• Manufacturers, sellers, distributors and recyclers of electrical

and electronic equipment containing the restricted
substances.

• Same scope as WEEE directive, except for medical devices
and monitoring instruments.



RoHS Directive

� Exemptions
• Where eliminating/substituting products cause harm or 

render product useless e.g. certain fluorescent 
lamps, lead in some glass

� Restriction applies to;
• Lead
• Mercury
• Cadmium
• Hexavalent Chromium
• Polybrominated Biphenyls

(PBB’s)
• Polybrominated Diphenyl 

Ethers (PBDE’s)



EU Emissions Trading Scheme

� Commenced on 1 January 2005

� Aim – to tackle the problem of climate change by 

reducing emissions of carbon dioxide and other 

greenhouse gasses.

� Who does this effect?
• 1055 installations in the UK
• 12,000 installations across the EU



EU Emissions Trading Scheme

� Participants allocated allowances for each relevant 

emission

� Allowances can be bought and sold between 

companies

� Phase 1 runs from 2005 – 2007

� Phase 2 consultation just started. Expected to run from 

2008 until 2012



Detergents Regulation

� In force from 8 October 2005

� Purpose
• Harmonisation of the rules for placing detergents

and surfactants for detergents on the EU
Market e.g. biodegradability of surfactants

� Who does it effect?
• Manufacturers of detergents



Packaging Waste Proposals

� August 2005 consultation opened on future packaging and 

recovery targets for businesses

� Changes to targets to come into force from 1 January 2006

� Aim
• to meet EU recovery targets of 55-80% set for

2010



Packaging Waste Proposals

� Individual targets will be introduced for specific 

materials such as plastic, paper, glass and wood

� Who will the new targets effect?
• All businesses with an annual turnover in excess of

£2 million and who handle more than 50 tonnes of
packaging a year.



Batteries and Accumulators 
Draft Directive

� Anticipated adoption mid 2006.

� Member states will have 24 months to bring laws into force once 

agreed.

� Proposal
• Requires the collection and recycling of batteries placed on

the EU market
• Exemptions for batteries used in medical equipment,

emergency lighting alarm systems, and cordless power tools



Batteries and Accumulators 
Draft Directive

� Who does the proposal effect?
• all operators involved in the life cycle of batteries

and accumulators.
• includes producers, distributors, and end-users.

� Proposal includes
• a partial ban on portable nickel-cadmium batteries
• collection targets for spent portable batteries
• a ban on disposal of certain untreated batteries in

landfill or by incineration



Planning Regime and Brownfield 
Redevelopment

� Planning system concerned with intended future use of the site.

� Remediation regulated via planning conditions

� Developer is responsible for ensuring that development is suitable 

for use for the purpose for which it is intended

� A potential developer will need to satisfy the local planning 

authority that unacceptable risk from contaminated land will be 

successfully addressed through remediation without undue 

environmental impact during and following the development

� Liability under Part IIA Of the EPA ‘90




