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· Under 16 amps per phase (approx11kW) in total to comply with ER 

G83/1 - Recommendations for the connection of small-scale embedded 

generators (up to 16 amps per phase) in parallel with public low-

voltage distribution networks.

· 11 - 200kW must comply with G 59 - Recommendations for the 

Connection of Embedded Generating Plant to the Regional Electricity 

Companies' Distribution Systems 

· 200 kW+ must comply with G 59 - Recommendations for the 

Connection of Embedded Generating Plant to the Regional Electricity 

Companies' Distribution Systems
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· Use generated energy on site - no spilling over to 

network (saving on associated metering costs etc)

· Export without the installation of export metering -

possibility of agreeing an annual payment for small 

scale generator e.g. PV with your Supplier

· Install import / export metering & receive agreed 

payment for each kWh exported
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Before committing to any project

· Talk to your Supplier

· Talk to your Distribution Company
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Own and operate the electricity 

system (overhead lines, cables 

and substations) in the South 

West of England and in South 

Wales.
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Distribution Companies (and generators) have legal 

obligations placed upon them to ensure that their 

installations

· Are safe

· Do not interfere with the supply to other customers

· Are earthed correctly

Distribution Companies have to investigate each generator 

connection to ensure their obligations are satisfied.
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· Raise the voltage on the electricity system ( perhaps 

pushing the voltage above the statutory limit, i.e. 253V ) 

· Distort the voltage waveform ( introduce harmonics ) 

· Cause momentary dips in the voltage
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· With the exception of the smallest generators (less than 16A per

phase) Western Power Distribution normally charge to carry out a

feasibility study. 

· We also charge for witnessing some of the commissioning tests 

· If we need to upgrade our system as a result of a generator 

connection the generator will have to pay a proportion of these costs 

depending on the export capacity of the installation and also on the 

capacity of the network.
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· Metering is provided by a Meter Operator appointed by the 

Generator or Electricity Supplier 

· Meter Operators can provide kWh metering, suitable for an 

export of up to 16A per phase, at a cost of about £75 plus VAT

The 16A threshold is determined by ELEXON who are 

responsible for the settlement systems in the UK. Metering 

requirements for exporting generation are being reviewed by 

ELEXON and the DTI
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· Eligible renewable generators receive ROCs for each MWh.

· These certificates can be sold to suppliers in order for them to                      

meet their RO. 
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· Complex registration process via Ofgem

· Metering requirement and associated costs 

· Minimum trade and approx value
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· Trading Levy Exemption Certificates (LECs) -

generators can trade these with Suppliers

· Renewable LEC’s and CHP LEC’s

· Minimum trade and approx value
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· Mike Barrett - EDF Energy Tel No 01626 333182

· Paul Withey - EDF Energy Tel No 01209 210955 

· Colin Pettet - EDF Energy Tel No 020 7752 2487 (Schemes > 200 kW)

· Andy Hood  - Western Power Distribution Tel No 0117 933 2438


