SWCCIP Newsletter, May 2007 
Welcome to the 5th e-newsletter from the South West Climate Change Impacts Partnership (SWCCIP). The SWCCIP's aim is to investigate, inform and advise on the impacts of climate change in South West England and its main focus is on adapting to climate change. This newsletter will inform you of climate change news and events in the region and beyond. If you would like to receive SWCCIP newsletters in the future, you do not need to do anything; if you would like to unsubscribe, please email emily.o'connor@environment-agency.gov.uk with 'unsubscribe' in the title. For more information on any of these items or the SWCCIP work, go to www.oursouthwest.com/climate. Apologies for any cross postings. 

At a glance: 

Events

- Rising to the Challenge - Series of events run by Somerset County Council on the official launch on June 5th (World Environment Day) 

SWCCIP news 

- SWCCIP Job Vacancy! South West Climate Change Impacts Partnership (SWCCIP) Manager, Closing date 25th May 

- Local Government Sector Group : Nottingham Declaration update and Local Climate Impacts Profile 

- Biodiversity Sector Group: Climate proofing Nature Map 

- Tourism Sector Group: Adaptation action pack for tourism businesses

- SWCCIP working with SMEs 

- SW Adaptation Case Studies

Partners' News

- Royal Agricultural College sets up Environment Strategy group with students 

- National Trust: pages on what Britain will look like as a consequence of climate change 

National & International:

- Draft Climate Change Bill 

- Government says water policy needs to be more robust and incorporate climate change 

- Pearson launches new Declaration on Climate Change by Trade Association forum 

- LGA launches independent climate change commission 

- IPCC report on impacts, adaptation and vulnerability 

- Commissioner Dimas welcomes European Parliament decision to set up temporary committee on climate change 

- World's most important crops hit by global warming effects 

Events in Full

- Rising to the Challenge in Somerset - official launch on June 5th (World Environment Day) 

The official press launch of Rising to the Challenge on June 5th (World Environment Day) at County Hall, Taunton - details and times still being finalised but for more information about any of the events below, please contact:Ruth Baker at Somerset County Council: RBaker1@somerset.gov.uk. The launch will unveil the Climate Café with free strawberries and cream! The Road Show dates so far are as follows: 

- Bath & West: 30th May - 2nd June 

- Taunton town centre: 8th & 9th June 

- Somerset Wildlife Trust Family Fun Day: 16th June 

- Carymoor Open Day: 7th July 

- Fromefest: 8th July 

- Minehead town centre: 20th July 

- Seaside Fun Day - Burnham-on-Sea: 3rd August (to be confirmed) 

- Bridgwater town centre: 17th August 

- Glastonbury town centre: 1st September (to be confirmed) 

- Ham Hill Fayre: 8th September 

- Yeovil town centre: 22nd September 

- River Festival: 23rd September 

- Climate Friends: week commencing 17th September 

SWCCIP news

- SWCCIP Vacancy: South West Climate Change Impacts Partnership (SWCCIP) Manager 

SWCCIP works with regional partners to investigate, inform and advise on impacts of climate change, adaptation strategies and actions in the South West of England. We are seeking to appoint a new Regional Climate Change Impacts Partnership Manager who will: 

o Facilitate and support the Partnership Steering Group and Stakeholder Network. 

o Initiate, develop and manage the project programme including securing funding. 

o Develop and manage our communications with the media and a wide range of stakeholders. 

o Liaise with other regional and national organisations. 

Job description and application forms and information about our work can be found at www.oursouthwest.com/climate 

Closing date 25th May 2007 

- SWCCIP Local Govt Sector Group: 

The Nottingham Declaration 

The number of local authorities in the region who have signed the Nottingham Declaration has now reached 30, out of 51. SWCCIP is keeping an updated record, taken from the national list of signatories, managed by EST. For the list of SW authorities and their strategies, go to the SWCCIP local government sector page: www.oursouthwest.com/climate/sectors/sectors.htm#LG 

- Local Climate Impacts Profile 

Dorset County Council and Bristol City Council are considering undertaking a Local Climate Impacts profile to understand how council services are affected by historical climate events and how they can learn from such experience to adapt to a future climate. They will share their experience with the Local Government Sector Group via email; for a guide to the Local Climate Impacts Profile, go  to the SWCCIP local government sector page: www.oursouthwest.com/climate/sectors/sectors.htm#LG 

SWCCIP Biodiversity Sector Group: 

The Biodiversity Sector Group held a workshop in Bristol on 8 May, to identify a framework which would put in place a series of adaptation plans for a range of habitats within the South West Nature Map. Heathland, Woodland and Coastal were three broad habitat types considered as examples on the day. More information will shortly be available on SWCCIP website pages: www.oursouthwest.com/climate/sectors/sectors.htm#BIOD or contact Tony Richardson: tony.richardson@rspb.org.uk 

SWCCIP Tourism Sector Group:

SWCCIP have produced an 'Adaptation Action Pack' for Tourism businesses together with the South East Climate Change Partnership -the first of it's kind- which explains to tourism businesses why and how climate change is affecting their business, with an accompanying practical checklist of actions that a business can do to adapt and prepare, with advice on where to go for further information. Whilst a changing climate in the South West may result in a longer more year-round season for tourism businesses, they still need to adapt to the extreme events of climate change, such as flash flooding, heatwaves and possibly more winter storms all of which can adversly affect tourism businesses if they are not prepared and adapt accordingly. The Action Pack, jointly funded by SWCCIP, SECCP and Devon County Council is available to download at http://www.oursouthwest.com/climate/archive/archive.htm#tourism . If you would like a hard copy of the Adaptation Action Packs, please contact Emily O'Connor: emily.o'connor@environment-agency.gov.uk 

SWCCIP working with SMEs: 

Following on from the success of this Defra funded project, where SWCCIP worked with Horizon SW and Chartered Institute of Marketing, taking businesses through the BACLIAT risk assessment procedure, Defra has awarded ongoing funding for this project to continue. The project was subject to independent assessment, whereby 40% of businesses stated that they took action as a direct result of attending the workshops. SWCCIP will work with CIM and Horizon SW to work with a small number of businesses in detail, going through an action learning process with the aim to develop case studies which will be used in CIM training material. If your business would like to be part of this project, please contact Emily O'Connor: emily.o'connor@environment-agency.gov.uk 

SWCCIP adaptation case study database: Want to know more about organisations adapting to climate change? SWCCIP has summarised some adaptation case studies which now feature on our website: www.oursouthwest.com/climate/sectors/sectors.htm#LG 

Partners' News

- Royal Agricultural College sets up Environment Strategy group with students 

The RAC has recently set up an Environment Strategy Group to evaluate the sustainable development options for the college, reviewing its energy, water and waste consumption / production policies and practises. 

For more information visit www.rac.ac.uk/index.php?_id=590 or email John Conway at john.conway@rac.ac.uk 

- National Trust - pages on what Britain will look like as a consequence of climate change 

The web asked photographers to take pictures to offer some insight in this question and a photograph tour will travel the country. More details are on the web page - well worth a look! Web page: 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-vh/w-visits/w-events/w-events-climate_change_exhibition.htm 

National News: 

Draft Climate Change Bill 

www.defra.gov.uk/environment/climatechange/uk/legislation/index.htm 

The consultation for this bill closes in June - SWCCIP will be responding to this consultation, suggesting thorough inclusion of adaptation policies. The draft includes: 

· A series of clear targets for reducing carbon dioxide emissions - including making the UK's targets for a 60% reduction by 2050 and a 26 to 32% reduction by 2020 legally binding. 

· A new system of legally binding five year "carbon budgets", set at least 15 years ahead, to provide clarity on the UK's pathway towards its key targets and increase the certainty that businesses and individuals need to invest in low-carbon technologies. 

· A new statutory body, the Committee on Climate Change, to provide independent expert advice and guidance to Government on achieving its targets and staying within its carbon budgets. 

· New powers to enable the Government to more easily implement policies to cut emissions. 

· A new system of annual open and transparent reporting to Parliament. The Committee on Climate Change will provide an independent progress report to which the Government must respond. This will ensure the Government is held to account every year on its progress towards each five year carbon budget and the 2020 and 2050 targets. 

· A requirement for Government to report at least every five years on current and predicted impacts of climate change and on its proposals and policy for adapting to climate change. 

- Government says water policy needs to be more robust and incorporate Climate change 

Environment Minister Ian Pearson launched a debate on a revised National Water Strategy and called current water policy 'tired and outdated'. The Minister emphasised the need for climate change to be at the heart of the revised National Water Strategy, which will be published later this year. Visit these links for more details: 

www.defra.gov.uk/news/2007/070426a.htm and www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/ministers/speeches/ian-pearson/ip070426.htm 

- Pearson launches new Declaration on Climate Change by Trade Association forum 

The Climate Change and Environment Minister Ian Pearson welcomed a move by the Trade Association Forum to launch a voluntary Climate Change Declaration for its 300 members that cover 500,000 companies. Trade associations may sign the declaration and pledge to try and reduce the environmental impact of their own operations as well as promoting green house gas reduction and climate adaptation measures amongst their members. Visit: 

www.defra.gov.uk/news/2007/070308a.htm 

- LGA launches independent climate change commission 

The Local Government Association has launched an Independent Climate Change Commission meaning the crucial role that councils across the country play in tackling and adapting to climate change will be investigated. See full article on: 

www.lga.gov.uk/PressRelease.asp?id=SX5FF3-A7840E70 

International News 

- IPCC report on impacts, adaptation and vulnerability 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change's working group II, which has been working on the impacts, adaptation and vulnerability section of the Fourth Assessment Report, launched its summary for policy-makers (SPM). See: www.ipcc.ch/SPM6avr07.pdf. The UKCIP's perspectives on the SPM is available at www.ukcip.org.uk/news_dets.asp?news_id=62. 

- Commissioner Dimas welcomes European Parliament decision to set up temporary committee on climate change 

This week the European Parliament decided by to set up a temporary committee on climate change to co-ordinate the assembly's position on climate change-related policies. European Environment Commissioner Stavros Dimas warmly welcomed this decision and underlined the urgent need to launch international negotiations on a new global agreement to combat climate change at the next UN ministerial conference on climate change in December. The article can be viewed at: www.europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/568&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN 

- World's most important crops hit by global warming effects (The Independent) London, March 19, 2007 

Global warming has led to a fall in the yield of some of the most important food crops in the world, according to one of the first scientific studies of how climate change has affected cereal crops. Rising temperatures between 1981 and 2002 caused a loss in production of wheat, corn and barley that amounted in effect to some 40 million tons a year - equivalent to annual losses of some £2.6bn. Read the article: http://news.independent.co.uk/environment/climate_change/?pageNumber=2 and the report at: www.iop.org/EJ/article/1748-9326/2/1/014002/erl7_1_014002.html 

Hungry for more? Go to www.oursouthwest.com/climate 

After nearly two fun filled years with SWCCIP, I am moving on (but continuing to work on climate change!) so please direct any request for leaflets on climate change, speakers for climate change events, etc. to Emily O'Connor in the first instance. If you would like to keep in touch, drop me a line at sarah@hendel-blackford.com 

Kind regards

Sarah Hendel-Blackford 

SWCCIP Manager & Coordinator 

South West Climate Change Impacts Partnership 

Environment Agency 

Manley House 

Kestrel Way 

Exeter 

EX2 7LQ 

Direct line: 01392 442125 

Mobile: 07770 537169 

Fax: 01392 352371 

Email: sarah.hendel-blackford@environment-agency.gov.uk 

www.oursouthwest.com/climate/
