SWCCIP newsletter, August 2006
Welcome to the 4th e-newsletter from the South West Climate Change Impacts Partnership (SWCCIP). The SWCCIP's aim is to investigate, inform and advise on the impacts of climate change in South West England and its main focus is on adapting to climate change. This newsletter will inform you of climate change news and events in the region and beyond.  If you have not received this newsletter directly and would like to be added to the distribution list, or would like to unsubscribe, please email sarah.hendel-blackford@environment-agency.gov.uk with subscribe or unsubscribe in the title. For more information on any of these items or the SWCCIP work, go to www.oursouthwest.com/climate
At a glance:

Events:

7 & 14 September: Engineering Historic Futures, Glasgow and London
28 September: Agriculture and the Rural Economy: impacts of climate change, London

3-4 October: Regional Conference: The future European Maritime Policy, Weymouth, Dorset.

4 October: ENVEC 2006 – making sustainability happen :Winter Gardens Pavilion, Weston-super-Mare

23 October: Climate Change Planning Policy and the Challenges for the Built Environment

SWCCIP news:

· Adapting to climate change from Europe to the South West: What do we think and what did we say? View our responses on the archive page: www.oursouthwest.com/climate/archive/archive.htm
· Climate change impacts South West's key sectors: The SWCCIP's six sector groups are examining the implications of climate change and how we need to respond to them – what are the groups up to? Update on current work
· Climate change info, presentations, leaflets: Everything you need to know about making a presentation on climate change, leaflets and slides for you to download:
www.oursouthwest.com/climate/archive/archive.htm#resources
Partners’ News:

· SW Climate Change Champion, Lucy Stansfield (13) goes to Switzerland

· Win an eco-prize! UKCIP online consultation on the format and delivery of the next set of climate change information for the UK

· Nottingham Declaration Action Pack

National/International:

· The Shore Thing: National volunteering project collecting information on marine life of rocky shores around Britain

· ‘In my view’: Five scientists from the Royal Society ’family’ give their personal view of climate change

· Funding needed to help fire crews face climate change impacts

· Centre for Alternative Technology (CAT) calls for climate change bill

· ClimArt™: national competition to be launched in autumn to promote awareness of climate change through art, film, music, photography and ideas
· EA Publishes Latest Figures on EU-25 Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Events in full:

7 & 14 September: 

Engineering Historic Futures, Glasgow & London:

These two workshops will present the results of a three-year EPSRC research project investigating the moisture-related effects of climate change on historic buildings. They will be of interest to all those concerned with building conservation in a changing climate. For further information contact: Centre for Sustainable Heritage on 020 7679 1665 or sustainableheritage@ucl.ac.uk. There is no charge for attending the workshops.

28 September: 

Agriculture and the Rural Economy: impacts of climate change

Defra, Ashdown House, London SW1This conference, a joint initiative by the Country Land and Business Association, Defra, the National Farmers’ Union and UKCIP, is aimed at agricultural and rural product and service providers.  The event will be a chance to develop an understanding of climate change impacts for this sector and to build adaptive capacity.  Attendance is free of charge. To reserve a place, contact enquiries@ukcip.org.uk, including ‘Agriculture and the rural economy’ in the subject line, or contact UKCIP on 01865 285711
3-4 October: 

Regional Conference: The future European Maritime Policy, Weymouth, Dorset. The conference's main objective is to raise awareness about the European Commission's recently published Green Paper 'Towards a future Maritime Policy for the Union: A European vision for the oceans and seas'. The conference will address a wide range of stakeholders with an interest in maritime affairs, including policy makers, politicians, regional and local authority officers, businesses, academics, researchers, environmentalists, NGOs and generally all people interested in the future of the SW's maritime resources and coastline. 
Practical details and register for this free event is available online at www.southwestukbrusselsoffice.com/news_first.htm#maritime 

4 October: 

ENVEC 2006 – making sustainability happen

Winter Gardens Pavilion, Weston-super-Mare

The delegate invitation programme and registration form for free admittance to the ENVEC 2006 conference and exhibition will be available from the ENVEC website www.oursouthwest.com/envec from 1st September. This year’s guest speaker will be Jonathon Porritt, Chairman of the Sustainable Development Commission.  Sponsored by GOSW, EDF Energy and the SW Regional Development Agency, this key South West event is for those responsible for energy, environmental and/or facilities management, environmental technologies and others with a professional interest in sustainable business issues. Entry to ENVEC will be by pre-registration only. 

This year the conference will feature influential speakers looking at the UK’s sustainable development agenda, the UK’s future energy supply, demand and trends in the context of the recent Energy Review Report from Government, and the growing challenge of waste to the South West. In addition to a comprehensive exhibition, there will also be expert briefing sessions on environmental legislation and eco-design: reducing the environmental impacts of goods and services

23 October: 

Climate Change Planning Policy and the Challenges for the Built Environment: Speakers include Lesley Seymour, Development Director, Future Foundations and Sarah Hendel-Blackford, SWCCIP manager

Venue: Buckerell Lodge Hotel, Topsham Road, Exeter 
Start time 6pm. Cost £14 

To register, contact Cathy Freeman, Regional Administrator, RICS South West 
Tel. 01805 804330 www.rics.org/south_west


SWCCIP News:

· Adapting to climate change from Europe to the South West: SWCCIP has been involved in discussions with the EU Commission on what an EU Green Paper on adapting to climate change should cover, as well as responding to the consultation on the SW Checklist for development. What do we think and what did we say? View our responses on the archive page: www.oursouthwest.com/climate/archive/archive.htm
· Climate change impacts South West's key sectors: The SWCCIP's six sector groups are examining the implications of climate change and how we need to respond to them. For more information, go to the SWCCIP sector groups page or contact sector group leads - details available at: www.oursouthwest.com/climate/sectors/sectors.htm
· Agriculture: Communicating Climate Change within the agricultural community – members of this group will meet with the NFU and environment agency to discuss this issue in the autumn. 
· Biodiversity: This group will discuss the Nature Map and how the impacts of climate change can be take into account. Next meeting: 13 October, English Nature, Taunton
· Housing & Construction: This group is organising an event with RICS on 23 October: Climate Change Planning Policy and the Challenges for the Built Environment. For more information, see ‘events’
· Local Government: This group is planning the South West launch of the Nottingham Declaration, open to all councils in the region. More details to follow soon. This group has also met with DEFRA and GOSW to discuss the opportunities to adapt to climate change within Local Area Agreements. For more information, contact Sarah Hendel-Blackford
· Tourism: The group is holding a joint workshop in October with the South East and North West group to exchange good practice
· Utilities: This group is planning a seminar for those in the utilities industry on planning, designing and investing in infrastructure to withstand the impacts of climate change.
· Climate change info, presentations, leaflets: Everything you need to know about making a presentation on climate change, leaflets and slides for you to download: www.oursouthwest.com/climate/archive/archive.htm#resources
Partners’ News:

· Climate Change Champion addresses climate change summit in London: Lucy Stansfield (13), SW climate change champion spoke alongside Environment Minister Ian Pearson at a major youth climate change summit in July. She then went to see the effects of climate change in Switzerland - see what she has to say, together with photos on her page on the SWCCIP website:

· UKCIP is currently consulting with a wide range of stakeholders to determine user preferences for the format and delivery of the next set of climate change information for the UK. The consultation ends on Friday 29th September, so time is running out to provide us with your views.... The online consultation form should take no more than 15 minutes to complete and should you need further incentive all completed forms will be entered into a free draw to win one of three environmentally-themed prizes! We would also ask if you could circulate details of the consultation to any relevant user groups, networks or partnerships to which you have access. More details and the form itself are available at http://www.ukcip.org.uk/scenarios/ukcipnext/consultation.asp
· Nottingham Declaration Action Pack – now available 

A joint initiative involving a range of partners, including UKCIP, has developed an online support tool to assist local authorities in devising and implementing their response (both mitigation and adaptation) to climate change. Closely linked to the Nottingham Declaration on Climate Change, which has been signed by over 130 councils in England and Wales, the Nottingham Declaration Action Pack can be freely accessed at www.nottinghamdeclaration.org.uk.


National/International:

· The Shore Thing
Funded by the Heritage Lottery, The Shore Thing involves school and volunteer recorders to collect information on the marine life of the rocky shores around Britain. To achieve this we need people to get involved. Maybe you're a teacher and want to organise a school visit, or you're part of a volunteer group and would like to take part in a survey. With your help we will be able to build a picture of the distribution of these climate change and non-native species around our coast. For more information, please contact the Shore Thing Project Officer, Fiona Crouch ficr@mba.ac.uk
Or visit www.marlin.ac.uk/shore_thing
· Climate change - in my view

Royal Society

Five scientists from the Royal Society ’family’ give their personal view of climate change, as part of the Royal society’s relaunched climate change section. http://www.royalsoc.ac.uk/page.asp?id=4607
· Funding needed to help fire crews face climate change impacts 

The Fire Brigades Union has expressed concern at the pressures placed on fire and rescue services by climate change (11/08/06). With fire crews working to the point of exhaustion, FBU states that Government must provide immediate £60 million cash injection to fire authorities in recognition of additional pressures and cost increases they face. Details on FBU website: http://www.fbu.org.uk/newspress/ebulletin/93.php
· CAT ramps up call for Climate Change Bill 

The Centre for Alternative Technology (CAT), Friends of the Earth and the Stop Climate Chaos coalition call on public support for The Big Ask campaign.

http://www.cat.org.uk/news/news_release.tmpl?command=search&db=news.db&eqSKUdatarq=33790
· “ClimArt™” national competition to promote awareness of climate change through art, film, music, photography and ideas which will be launched this autumn. We are inviting the UK public to gaze into the future and to imagine the year 2100 – when climate change will have run another 93 years of its course. What will our world look like? How will we live? Entries into ClimArt™ will be made in 5 categories; illustration & painting; animation & film; music; photography; ideas (to combat climate change). The project will demonstrate how people think about climate change, and ClimArt™ will provide a commentary and legacy of public art, film, music and ideas. For more information, contact paul@equatormedia.co.uk
· EEA Publishes Latest Figures on EU-25 Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Greenhouse gas emissions from the EU-25 increased by 0.4 per cent (18 million tonnes of CO2 equivalents) in 2004 compared to 2003. Most of this increase came from the EU-15 which saw an increase of 0.3 per cent or 11.5 million tonnes. The sectors performing worst were road transport (an increase of 11.7 million tonnes) and iron and steel production (increase of 8.4 million tonnes). 
Available at: http://reports.eea.europa.eu/technical_report_2006_6/en/tab_content_RLR
