SWCCIP newsletter, Issue 3, May 2006
Welcome to the 3rd e-newsletter from the South West Climate Change Impacts Partnership (SWCCIP). The SWCCIP's aim is to investigate, inform and advise on the impacts of climate change in South West England and its main focus is on adapting to climate change. This newsletter will inform you of climate change news and events in the region and beyond.  If you have not received this newsletter directly and would like to be added to the distribution list, or would like to unsubscribe, please email sarah.hendel-blackford@environment-agency.gov.uk with subscribe or unsubscribe in the title. For more information on any of these items or the SWCCIP work, go to www.oursouthwest.com/climate
 

At a glance:
 

SWCCIP news:
· Climate change info, presentations, leaflets: Everything you need to know about making a presentation on climate change, leaflets and slides for you to download. 
· How to develop a national Policy for adapting to Climate Change?
SWCCIP has submitted a response to Houses of Parliament Environmental Audit Committee's Enquiry into the UK's 2006 Climate Change Programme. 
· Climate change impacts South West's key sectors: Update on the vision and work of the SWCCIP's six sector groups, examining the implications of climate change and how we need to respond to them.
 

Partners' News:
· We have a SW Climate Change Champion! Lucy Stansfield (13) is climate change champion for the region and has her own page on the SWCCIP website
· World Environment Day 5 June
· UKCIP news on climate change scenarios, consultations and recent appointments
· SW Wildlife Trusts launch The Big Switch to take place on 17 June
 

National / International:
· New UK 2006 Climate Change Programme published
· David Miliband calls for contract for climate change
- Climate Chaos on the BBC
· Commission launches awareness raising campaign: You control climate change
 

Events:
· South West's Springwatch Festival, 4th June, Bicton College, Devon
- 'Unravelling Climate Change' at the University of Oxford, 23rd June
· Local Action on Climate Change: Practical Strategies for Mitigating and Adapting to Climate Change, 28th June, 2006 Central London
· Devon Sustainable Energy Network's Carbon Footprinting workshop, 29 June, Exeter
· North Somerset Climate Change event: 8th July, Weston-Super-Mare
· Carbon Trust Energy Management Training session in Exeter on July 13th
 

SWCCIP News:
 

Climate change info, presentations, leaflets: Everything you need to know about making a presentation on climate change, leaflets and slides for you to download - all can be found on our resources page: http://www.oursouthwest.com/climate/archive/archive.htm#resources
Climate Change impacts on SW key sectors: Current work of SWCCIP's six sector groups.
 

How to develop a national Policy for adapting to Climate Change?
SWCCIP has submitted a response to Environmental Audit Committee's Enquiry into the UK's 2006 Climate Change Programme. What should a national adaptation policy framework look like? What type of climate data do we need to help us plan for the impacts of climate change? To read the SWCCIP submission, go to
 

Climate change impacts South West's key sectors: SWCCIP has six sector groups examining the implications of climate change and how we need to respond to them. For more information on the work of sector groups, or to get involved contact Sarah Hendel-Blackford.
 

Utilities, Housing and Construction Sector Groups: These two groups organised a popular event with Institute of Civil Engineers (ICE) in March. Speakers included Sue Roaf, author of "Adapting Buildings and Cities for Climate Change: A 21st Century Survival Guide" as well as the National Grid, Met Office and others. To view the presentations from this event, go to http://www.oursouthwest.com/climate/archive/archive.htm#construction
The Housing & Construction sector group has sent copies of the guide "Adapting buildings to climate change: a checklist for development" to key organisations in this sector  - electronic copies can be downloaded at: http://www.oursouthwest.com/climate/archive/checklist-for-development-nov-2005.pdf
This group is planning similar regional events for those working in this sector - check our website for future notice of these events. 
 

Tourism Sector Group:
The Tourism Sector Group is chaired by the National Trust with the aim: "To change visitor behaviour, business practice and involve local communities in adapting to climate change now, through awareness raising, informing, advising and promoting real examples".  The group is conducting a survey of awareness of climate change impacts on this sector throughout the summer and is also planning to team up with the South East Tourism group to exchange good practice. Next Meeting: 22 June 2006
 

Biodiversity Sector Group:
English Nature chair the Biodiversity Sector Group, with the aim to "Create flexibility and opportunities for habitats and species in the face of climate change". After the next  meeting, the group will be going out on-site to look at key habitats vulnerable to the impacts of climate change: 29 June 2006
 

Local Government Sector Group: The aim of this group is to "Reduce our vulnerability to the impacts of climate change through planning decisions for the built environment and emergency planning". Devon County Council hosted a workshop in March "Climate Change: how can local government adapt?". This proved a popular workshop, aimed at local authority officers in the South West, with speakers from DEFRA, UKCIP, Devon and Somerset County Councils. The event not only received coverage from Gemini FM on climate change, but also interest from authorities around the country and beyond, including Jersey, Germany and South Africa. SWCCIP are looking at a local government programme of work, based on the feedback from the workshop. If you want to get involved, or find out more about the work of this group, contact Sarah Hendel-Blackford (details below). All presentations can be accessed at http://www.oursouthwest.com/climate/archive/archive.htm#localgov 
 

Agriculture Sector Group:
Led by the Royal Agricultural College, which conducted research assessing farmer attitudes to Climate Change in the South West, has highlighted key messages from the research to the European Commission and member states, as SWCCIP attended a meeting on climate change impacts on agriculture as part of the EU's preparation for a Green Paper on Climate Change Adaptation. Nearly 1000 farmers were targeted with over 300 replies. Over half the farmers responded that climate change was important or extremely important to their business, over 80% said they had noticed effects of climate change on their own farm, but over half also admitted that their knowledge of how climate change would impact on them was average to poor. Work is ongoing to highlight the challenges and opportunities that climate change poses to the agriculture sector.
 

Regional and Partners' News:
· We have a SW Climate Change Champion!
Congratulations to Lucy Stansfield from Wellington, Somerset for being selected as the South West's Climate Change Champion. The competition promoted by the SWCCIP, forms part of the Government's Climate Change Communications Initiative, "Tomorrow's Climate, Today's Challenge" announced in December last year. The nine regional winners were chosen from more than 600 entries following a competition asking them to use different types of media to communicate the threats of climate change in their regions. Lucy (13) won through the final selection process for her DVD news report on climate change. Lucy attends Wellington School and will represent the South West region. 
SWCCIP will be supporting Lucy who will spend a year "in office" spreading the word about climate change to the South West region through local activities. Lucy has her own webpage on the SWCCIP website to communicate her messages on climate change, whilst supporting Lucy through a range of other activities that she decides to undertake. Go to: www.oursouthwest.com/climate/champion/index.htm
The South West region submitted the most number of entries to the competition of all the English regions outside the South East and London, so Lucy has done exceptionally well to win through to become the South West region's first young climate change champion.
· Get ready to do your both for World Environment Day 5th June: Promise the Earth in 2006
In 2006 we want you to Promise the Earth for United Nations World Environment Day. Small promises make a big difference. Making little lifestyle changes can have a big effect if everyone does it. Whether you take a shower instead of a bath, reduce your energy use or use the car less, the benefits are big.  Big promises - bigger difference. So you think you are a seasoned environmentalist?  We'll have some challenging big promises for you to make.  Make your promise now and do your bit to make the world a better place.
If you run a business, you can make a promise on behalf of your business. Find out what you can do to be more green in your organisation. Set up your own promise pyramid and get your whole organisation involved. Check our 'For business' pages to find out more. Interested in World Environment Day 06? Please contact 08708 506 506 or email wed@environment-agency.gov.uk
 

· UKCIP: 
1. UKCIP Scenarios Gateway: The current Scenarios Gateway section of the UKCIP website offers access to maps, datasets and guidance relevant to the UKCIP climate change scenarios. The Scenarios Gateway pages have recently been restructured to include: (i) expanded documentation for the UKCIP02 climate change scenarios, (ii) a new section for tools and resources that have become available since UKCIP02 was released
("UKCIP02 extras"), and (iii) a new section dedicated to the next package of climate change information for the UK ("UKCIPnext"). The Scenarios Gateway can be found at www.ukcip.org.uk/scenarios/.
2. Online consultation on the next set of climate change information for the UK ("UKCIPnext"): UKCIP is consulting with a wide range of stakeholders to determine user preferences for the format and delivery of climate change information in UKCIPnext. We are encouraging all stakeholders to get involved in this process by participating in an online consultation. The online consultation form will be available from early June at the following web-address: http://www.ukcip.org.uk/scenarios/ukcipnext/consultation.asp. It should take no more then 15 minutes to complete and is open for responses until Friday 29th September 2006. 
 

3. UKCIP appoints Training Officer: UKCIP welcomes Richard Lamb, who has now commenced work with us in the new role of Training Officer. Richard, who has a wealth of training experience earned with a wide variety of organisations, joins us from Cambridgeshire Police where he was in charge of new training course development. Richard will be working to develop training strategy and collateral for UKCIP including presentation materials and eLearning facilities, and will become a familiar figure to many of you through provision of training on the UKCIP toolkit and climate change scenarios. He is looking forward to meeting the challenges that the new role will bring.
 

5. Climate change and the visitor economy: The climate change and the visitor economy project examines the potential impacts of climate change on the tourism and recreation  sector in England's Northwest, focussing on the relationships between a changing climate, socio-economic change, visitor behaviour  and the resource base that underpins the visitor economy. The final report was launched on Friday 17 March in Manchester. Reports from the project are available at http://www.snw.org.uk/tourism/ 
· SW Wildlife Trusts launch The Big SWitch: 'You can make the difference.' That's the message from the South West Wildlife Trusts as they launch The Big SWitch  - a region-wide campaign to help stop climate chaos. The conservation charities believe climate change poses an enormous threat to people and wildlife and are urging their 130,000 members and the general public to 'Make the SWitch to climate friendly living'. Big SWitch week starts on June 17 and Wildlife Trusts across the South West are organising events around the themes of using sustainable transport; buying local food; using less energy at home; cutting waste; and switching to energy from renewable sources. Everyone can take part and make the SWitch, including pledging support for the campaign : log on to www.bigswitch.org.uk to find out more.
National & International News:
 

· UK Climate Change Programme 2006
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/climatechange/uk/ukccp/index.htm)  - for details of SWCCIP views on the programme, go to the SWCCIP Archive page for the full response.
 

· David Miliband calls for contract for climate change 
 
If the challenge of climate change is to be met then no part of British society will be unchanged, David Miliband Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs said: "Just as social justice needed a new social contract in the 19th and 20th centuries so environmental security in the 21st century needs a new environmental contract. An environmental contract would have new and clear rights and responsibilities for Government, for business and for individuals, to balance what we take from nature and what we give back. The old system of 'too much take and too little give' is bad for the planet, bad for business and bad for the most disadvantaged. The challenge we face is to marry economic growth, social justice, and environmental sustainability. They can and must go hand in hand. There will be difficult decisions along the way. But also huge synergies. A low carbon economy can be good for business, good for the environment, and good for all citizens. 
 

"CO2 levels are now higher than for 740,000 years. Arresting climate change will need investment but failure to take action will result in even greater costs. This is not just a matter for Defra. All Government departments are departments of the environment. I will be working closely with my Cabinet colleagues to tackle the demand and supply sides of emissions, from energy to transport to housing. We need to make sure that national progress and international agreements go together. We will meet this global challenge not by words over days but by deeds over years."
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/latest/2006/climate-0512.htm
 

- Climate Chaos on the BBC: On this page you'll get a flavour of programmes to be aired by the BBC on Climate Change: http://www.bbc.co.uk/sn/hottopics/climatechange/climatechaos.shtml 
 

International:
· Commission launches awareness raising campaign: You control climate change
"You control climate change" is the title of an awareness raising campaign that European Commission launched this month in Brussels. The campaign challenges individuals to make small changes to their daily routine in order to achieve significant reductions of greenhouse gas emissions. It offers a wealth of practical and easy-to-do tips while aiming to give people a sense of personal responsibility and empowerment and help them contribute to the fight against climate change. Households in the EU are responsible for some 16% of the EU's total greenhouse gas emissions, most of which comes from the production and use of energy. EU Member States will be launching the campaign at national level over the next few days. http://europa.eu.int/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/06/684
 

Events:
· South West's Springwatch Festival, 4th June, Bicton College, East Devon:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/devon/content/articles/2006/04/28/springwatch_festival_2006_event_feature.shtml

· Unravelling Climate Change at the University of Oxford: Unravelling Climate Change is a one-day course being held at the University of Oxford on 23 June. Suitable for delegates from public and private organisations, the course considers how industry and government are increasingly dependent on models to formulate policy and take decisions on climate change and its impacts. The course will provide attendees with an understanding of how climate models are constructed and used with particular regard to uncertainty and risk associated with predictions, as essential components to determine how climate change might affect an organisation. Full details can be found at http://www.conted.ox.ac.uk/cpd/climate/
 

· Local Action on Climate Change: Practical Strategies for Mitigating and Adapting to Climate Change, Wednesday, 28th June, 2006 Central London
Key Stakeholder Discount: Environment Departments, climate change officers and energy managers! We recognise that climate change in your area cannot be achieved by you alone. Any effective action will require the buy-in of key stakeholders such as chief executives, elected members and representatives of housing, planning, finance, transport and procurement departments. This event will give you a chance to get them engaged in the climate change agenda. For that reason, we are inviting you to bring any of these stakeholders along to the conference at half price. Call Dave Eastman: 0207 808 5309, or e-mail  dave.eastman@capita.co.uk
 

· Devon Sustainable Energy Network's Carbon Footprinting workshop: Sharing examples of best practice for mitigating climate change, this workshop will explain how to create a baseline carbon footprint for local authorities. 29 June 10am-12.30pm incl. Lunch , Devon County Hall, Exeter
This event is free but places are limited. Please book your place early to avoid disappointment. You may book by emailing your details to jo@devon-energy-advice.co.uk, by calling 01752 235185
 

· Change 1 Thing - tackling climate change in North Somerset, 8th July 
We all need to do our bit to help combat climate change and if we all just change 1 thing it will make a difference. Come along to the Winter Gardens in Weston-super-Mare on Saturday 8 July from 10am to 4pm and find out how you can change 1 thing and help reduce CO2 emissions in North Somerset by 2.5% by 2010. The event, organised by the North Somerset Partnership, will include workshops filled with practical hints, tips and advice about how you can change 1 thing at home and at work. There will be climate change exhibition stands, a farmers' market, free children's activities, chef demonstrations using local produce and a community pledge, where everyone who attends the event will be asked to make a resolution to change 1 thing. For more information about change 1 thing contact the event organisers:  Vanessa Setterington and Louise Crocker, louise.crocker@n-somerset.gov.uk, 01275 884 731. 
 

· Carbon Trust Energy Management Training session in Exeter on July 13th
This Carbon Trust workshop will help you save 20% on your energy bill. Go to www.carbontrust.co.uk/events, or email events@carbontrust.co.uk or call 0800 085 2005
 

Hungry for more? Explore SWCCIP website: www.oursouthwest.com/climate
 

Kind regards,
 

Sarah
 

Sarah Hendel-Blackford
SWCCIP Manager & Coordinator
South West Climate Change Impacts Partnership
Environment Agency, Manley House, Kestrel Way, Exeter EX2 7LQ
 

Direct line: 01392 442125
Mobile: 07770 537169
Fax: 01392 352371
Email: sarah.hendel-blackford@environment-agency.gov.uk 
www.oursouthwest.com/climate/
 

SWCCIP is funded by Environment Agency, Government Office for the South West, South West Regional Assembly, South West Regional Development Agency and South West Water
