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Climate SouthWest's aim is to investigate, inform and advise on the impacts of climate change in South West England and its main focus is on adapting to climate change.  For more information about Climate SouthWest and adapting to climate change in the South West, visit www.oursouthwest.com/climate. 
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At a glance…
Events



· Climate Week (various, 21st – 27th March)
· Climate Change: Facing the realities today in Africa and Asia (Exeter, 21st March)

· Changing Climate, Changing Business: training workshop (Plymouth, 24th March) 
· Adapting to Climate Change – A Forward Look for Local Authorities (Taunton, 25th March)
· Wiltshire Green Trade Fair for Farmers (Salisbury, 27th April) 
· ‘Farming in Transition’ seminar (Cirencester, 30th June) 

Climate SouthWest News 
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‘Whatever the Weather’ - win a National Trust annual family pass in our photo competition! 
· Local Climate Impacts Profile Final Project Report - now available! 
· Climate Change Trade Fair for farmers 
Regional and Partner News
· 'Planting Places' award winners announced! 
· Survey confirms strong influence of NI188 on local authority work on adaptation
· Vulnerability to heatwaves and drought in the South West: adaptation to climate change
· What is the impact of the cuts on the SW’s capacity to protect the environment?
· UK Climate Projections 2009  (UKCP09) weather generator v2.0 now available
· Managing adaptation - new UKCIP paper available
National News
· Adaptation Reporting Power – new reports 

· December 2010 coldest on record for UK, but globally 2010 second warmest year
· Climate Change and the British Uplands
· Armstrong and Miller explain climate change and weather! 
· Business leadership on climate change and adaptation
· Engineering the Future
· Adaptation in the community
· Building a Climate Smart Future – guidance for the children’s sector
International News
· Adapting to the extreme weather impacts of climate change - how can the insurance industry help?
· Designing Climate Change Adaptation Initiatives: A toolkit for practitioners
· Emissions effect on extreme rainfall  
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Events in Full
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Climate Week: building resilience in the South West (various, 21st to 27th March 2011)

Climate SouthWest are running and supporting a number of events and activities as part of Climate Week (21st – 28th March 2011). An overview of the full Climate SouthWest programme of events is now available here: Climate Week 2011 programme 


Climate Week is an initiative that aims to shine a spotlight on the many positive steps already being taken in work places and communities across Britain to reduce climate change and adapt to its impacts. Climate Week has support from every part of society, including the Prime Minister, the NHS, The National Trust, the Confederation of British Industry (CBI) – and Climate SouthWest. 
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· Climate Change: Facing the realities today in Africa and Asia
(Exeter Central Library, 21st March 2011) 
Join Climate SouthWest to hear about how communities are responding to the challenges that climate change is bringing in Bangladesh, Nepal and Ethiopia.  This evening event (6 – 7:30pm) will include 3 fascinating talks; ‘Coping with Climate Change in Bangladesh’ (Neil Whiter, WaterAid); ‘Climate Change Impacts in Ethiopia’ (Peter Grainger, Exeter Ethiopia Link); and Climate Changes Lives in Nepal (Mark Hodgson, climatechangeslives.org).  Although booking is not essential, we ask that you let us know if you plan to come along, so that we can make sure there are enough refreshments for everyone!  For more details, see the flyer. 
· Changing Climate, Changing Business: everything you ever wanted to know about climate change but never dared ask.... 
[image: image24.png]X




(Plymouth, 24th March 2011) 

Climate SouthWest and South West Tourism are running a repeat of the successful 'Changing Climate, Changing Business: everything you ever wanted to know about climate change, but never dared ask...' training workshop on Tuesday 24th March 2011 in Plymouth.  The workshop is aimed at destination management officers and trainers, and those involved in working with tourism businesses in a training and skills context. In a fun and engaging way, the day will enable participants to: build their knowledge, and confidence, of climate change; consider effective communications in the context of visitor engagement and behaviour change; and access a range of materials and tools to deliver similar workshops outside of this event. Places are limited and booking is essential. For more information and to book your place please download the flyer.
· Adapting to Climate Change – A Forward Look for Local Authorities (Taunton, 25th March)

Climate SouthWest is organising a meeting of local authority key decision makers to establish what action they can continue to take to ensure that adapting to climate change remains high up the agenda and is a key consideration in all local authority decision making. For more information contact Fiona Swan on 07772 685793 or e mail fiona.swan@environment-agency.gov.uk
· Climate change adaptation training (London, 28th and 29th March)

This two-day programme, which takes place at the Imperial College London, aims to provide in-depth and practical knowledge of policy and practice relating to climate change adaptation, how to understand risks and how to plan an effective strategic response. It will take place on 28 and 29 March and is being run by Collingwood Environmental Planning.  Find out more at www.imperial.ac.uk/cpd/adaptation 
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· Wiltshire Green Trade Fair for Farmers (Salisbury, 27th April) 

The Wiltshire Green Trade Fair for Farmers will inform and support farmers, land managers and allied trades people who are planning or contemplating investments for renewable energy and resource management products, installations and supplies. The event, supported by Wiltshire Council, Cranborne Chase & West Wiltshire Downs AONB, the NFU and the Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG), will be free to farmers. See the flyer for more details. 
· ‘Farming in Transition’ seminar (Cirencester, 30th June 2011) 

This seminar from the SW Rural Update network will be looking at how they can develop further on the information provided in last year’s 'Transition Farms' seminar, focusing on specific challenges from Energy Supplies to Future Feed costs. The seminar will look at how we can change our farming to enable us to tackle the challenges of: increasing energy costs; decreasing energy supplies; climate change; the need to feed more people; increasing raw material costs; and the requirement to protect our soil & natural resources. For more information, see the Royal Agricultural College website. 
[image: image26.jpg]Environment

Agency




Climate SouthWest News
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‘Whatever the Weather’ – win a National Trust annual family pass in Climate SouthWest’s photo competition! 

Climate SouthWest are running a photo competition on the theme of 
‘extreme weather’, with a fantastic first prize of an annual family pass for one 
year’s free admission to National Trust places! We are looking for your 
photos 
that illustrate the effect that extreme weather has on the South West, under 4 
categories: ‘Hot; ‘Cold’; ‘Wet’; and ‘Dry’. As well as the prize for the overall winner, there will be also be prizes for the best photo in each category, and for the best photo taken by an Under-16. 
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The deadline for entries is Sunday 13th March and the winners will be announced during Climate Week 2011 (21st – 27th March). Full competition details and the entry form can be downloaded here: Climate SouthWest Photo Competition 
· Local Climate Impacts Profile Final Project Report - now available! 

Following the successful delivery of the SW Improvement and Efficiency Programme (SWIEP) funded Local Climate Impacts Profile Project in 2010, the Climate SouthWest final project report is now available. The project helped the 9 local authorities to build an understanding of the impacts and consequences of current extreme weather events on their service delivery. The final report provides a useful summary of the project outcomes, the benefits of the collaborative approach used, as well as providing a suggested methodology for monitoring and recording future impacts, and recommendations for both Climate SW and the local authorities. The report can be accessed via our local government webpage. 

· Climate Change Trade Fair for farmers
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On 24th February, FWAG, NFU and Farming Futures held a repeat of the successful 2010 Climate Change Trade Fair for farmers.  The fair was held at the Matford Centre in Exeter, with over 60 stands from companies offering farmers advice, goods and services on all things climate change – from rainwater harvesting and renewable energy to finance and resource management.  Climate SouthWest were there offering information and advice on climate change, sharing a stand with the Environment Agency, whose stand focussed on soil management, Nitrate Vulnerable Zones and anaerobic digestion.   Over 200 farmers attended throughout the day, with the additional seminars on; renewable energy; resource efficiency; efficient livestock; future skills; transition farming; and soil management; also proving popular.
     [image: image30.png]



Regional and Partner News
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'Planting Places' award winners announced! 
The winners of charity Sustainability South West’s fourth annual Planting Places Awards were announced on 18th February 2011. The awards celebrate top examples of greenspace from across the South West. They recognise the huge array of benefits that these spaces – and the hard-working people who look after them – have in supporting healthy, sustainable communities.   

Among the 10 winners is a project at South Milton Sands (South Hams, Devon), which, as a result of climate change, was identified as a high risk site to changes in sea levels and erosion within the next 20 years. The National Trust project has been helping the local community to understand coastal change at a local level and how it could directly impact on them. The aim was to find and implement a shared solution for the long term future of the area, and a number of activities have taken place as part of this. For instance, the planting of marram grasses has helped to connect people to the landscape and was an opportunity for them to give something back to a beach from which they have taken so much satisfaction from.  More information about the Planting Places award winners can be found on the Planting Places website.

· Survey confirms strong influence of NI188 on local authority work on adaptation


A survey has found that more than three quarters of respondents said that they would not have done any adaptation work without National Indicator 188 (NI188), or that they did more because of it. Generally the approach of NI188 was considered reasonably straightforward with almost 70 per cent of respondents finding it fairly, or very, easy to follow. 


The survey, undertaken by the UK Climate Impacts Programme (UKCIP), received almost 100 responses from more than a quarter of English local authorities. The survey aimed to get an understanding of how local authority adaptation work is being influenced by policy changes introduced by the coalition government - in particular, the effects of no longer having to report against NI188.  Read more at UKCIP. 
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Vulnerability to heatwaves and drought in the South West: adaptation to climate change

This study from the Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF) looks at two case studies of climate change adaptation in the South West: heatwave planning and ‘differential water charging’ (a potential response to greater water scarcity in which customers are billed steadily higher prices according to the amount of water they use). The research shows that certain groups of society are more likely to be vulnerable to high temperatures and differential water charging than others. It concludes that decision-makers need to consider how vulnerability will change over time, so they can prepare strategically to achieve adaptation that is socially just. The summary or full report can be downloaded from the JRF website. 

· What is the impact of the cuts on the SW’s capacity to protect the environment?

Everyone is aware of the recent headlines announcing cuts in funding from central government for all kinds of agencies. But what is the actual impact on the capacity of this region to continue to deliver activity which protects and conserves the environment? The RSPB regional office is in the early stages of a piece of work to gauge this impact across the public, private and Third Sector.   
The work is being led by Mark Robins, Policy Officer at the RSPB, with the support of Clare Brewster and Ralph Mackridge. They are in the early stages of scoping the key issues and parameters, but the main message at this stage from the RSPB is ‘we may need your help’. The aim is to contact a wide range of organisations across all sectors that have direct involvement with Landscape Management, Nature Conservation, Resource Management, and Climate Change.  
Anyone interested in the survey should contact Clare (Claire.brewster@rspb.org.uk ) or Ralph (Ralph.Mackridge@rspb.org.uk ) for further information.
· [image: image33.emf]UK Climate Projections 2009  (UKCP09) weather generator v2.0 now available

A revised version of the UKCP09 weather generator has been made available. There are four main updates (improvements to rainfall extremes, temperature extremes, sunshine hours and sunshine and vapour pressure) and a webinar will be held on 11 March to explain the changes and to respond to questions from users. More details about the weather generator v2.0 is at and you can register for the webinar at: http://bookwhen.com/ukcip
· Managing adaptation - new UKCIP paper available

The UK Climate Impacts Programme (UKCIP) has just published new guidance for organisations undertaking adaptation planning either for first time, or revisiting earlier work. It is intended to supplement the UKCIP risk, uncertainty and decision-making framework, but should be helpful to anyone considering adaptation to a changing climate. The guidance looks particularly at the stages of scoping and objective setting when developing an adaptation plan, and on the importance of the assumptions and decisions made at these stages. 
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National News
· Adaptation Reporting Power – new reports 

On 28th January, as Environment Minister Lord Henley visited the sea defences for the railway line at Dawlish in Devon, Defra published the first batch in a series of reports produced by organisations which maintain national infrastructure. The seven reports now available are from; National Grid plc (gas and electricity), the Environment Agency, Trinity Lighthouse Authority, the Highways Agency, Network Rail and Natural England. Roads, railways, energy and water supply networks and other infrastructure all need to be able to cope with the effects of a changing climate and these new reports set out potential risks and solutions.   The reports were carried out at the request of Defra under the Climate Change Act to ensure that organisations with a crucial role in running the country’s infrastructure are preparing for the threats and opportunities which climate change will pose. 
· December 2010 coldest on record for UK, but globally 2010 second warmest year

Provisional figures from the Met Office suggest that December 2010 was the coldest December on record for the UK as a whole, with a mean temperature of -1.0 degree C, compared to the long-term average of 4.2 degrees C. December was also unusually sunny and dry.  However, globally, the mean temperature in 2010 was 14.5 °C, making it the second warmest year on record after 1998. El Niño conditions, which have a warming effect, strongly influenced global temperature last year. However, the El Niño was replaced by the strongest La Niña for more than 30 years which cools the climate. 
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Climate Change and the British Uplands
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The journal Climate Research has recently produced a special edition on Climate Change and the British Uplands. This presents a synthesis of current knowledge to help inform policy decisions about safeguarding ecosystem service provision. Topics covered include changing upland climates, mapping blanket peat vulnerability to climate change, measuring and modelling change in peatland carbon stocks, and managing upland ecosystem services under a changing climate. 

· Armstrong and Miller explain climate change and weather! 

A recent Armstrong and Miller sketch that successfully explained the difference between climate and weather. You can take a look at it on YouTube. 
· Business leadership on climate change and adaptation


The private sector can play a valuable role in advising on what policies would encourage action by business, according to a new study by PwC.  The study, Business leadership on climate change and adaptation, presents the views of a range of businesses, from major multinationals to local enterprises, on adaptation to climate change. It concludes that business has an important role to play in adaptation, and that better engagement of business is needed in the policy-shaping process to harness this. The role of business is not just in preparing its own assets and operations for anticipated climate change, but also providing know how, solutions and resources to the adaptation challenge.
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Engineering the Future
A new report from the ‘Engineering the Future’ partnership (on behalf of Defra), Infrastructure, Engineering and Climate Change Adaptation – ensuring services in an uncertain future, has concluded that the UK could prosper as an attractive and low risk location for businesses in the coming decades, but only if it acts now to improve the resilience of its infrastructure to the impacts of climate change. The study was carried out from the perspective of the engineering profession and the engineering response to the demands of climate change adaptation.
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Adaptation in the community
An online facility for community groups in climate change adaptation has recently been launched by Community Forests Northwest on behalf of Liverpool City Council. The training resource should help groups to explore how green spaces like street trees, private gardens and school grounds can help communities to cope with some of the challenges  and enjoy some of the benefits  that climate change may bring. The materials are intended for use by, for example, local interest groups, residents associations, faith groups and primary and secondary schools. 
[image: image39.jpg]



· Building a Climate Smart Future – guidance for the children’s sector
Becoming Climate Smart – guidance for the children’s sector has been designed specifically to support childrens voluntary sector organisations. Published by NCB (a UK charity working with children and young people) and created by the Institute of Development Studies, it outlines a staged approach that organisations can take in order to integrate climate change and sustainable development principles into their thinking, business operations and activities. 
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International News
· [image: image41.jpg]


Adapting to the extreme weather impacts of climate change – how can the insurance industry help?


This report, instigated by the ClimateWise global collaboration of leading insurers, analyses the role of insurance in climate change adaptation. It is aimed at the insurance industry and external stakeholders, such as policy makers, adaptation and risk management practitioners, and the wider public, all of whom have an interest in reducing climate risk.  Ten case studies from different countries and insurers form the basis of the report. They illustrate how the sector approaches the challenge of rising risk levels and provide lessons learned for the industry and external stakeholders. 

· Designing Climate Change Adaptation Initiatives: A toolkit for practitioners

Designing Climate Change Adaptation Initiatives: a UN Development Programme (UNDP) tool for practitioners is a report aimed at the development community working on climate change adaptation and aspires to support all those involved in the design of measurable, verifiable, and reportable adaptation initiatives.  Although it is intended for use by those working in developing countries, it is a useful tool for those interested in adaptation more generally. 
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Emissions effect on extreme rainfall  

A BBC article highlights the link between Greenhouse gas emissions and extreme rainfall events. Researchers from Canada and the UK have proven a link between greenhouse emissions and an increase in extreme rains in the Northern Hemisphere. Another team, led by Oxford University, have established that greenhouse warming made the UK floods of 2000 more likely to occur. Both sets of findings were presented in the journal Nature.
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Hungry for more? Go to www.oursouthwest.com/climate 
Climate SouthWest

Address: Environment Agency, Manley House, Kestrel Way, Exeter, EX2 7LQ 
Direct line: 01392 442125 
Mobile: 07770537169
Email: climatesw@environment-agency.gov.uk 

Climate SouthWest is funded by the following organisations:
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Climate SouthWest’s Tourism Sector Group is supported by: 
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Climate South West has 2 SW Improvement and Efficiency Programme funded projects [image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]


[image: image7.png]


[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.png]


[image: image10.png]


[image: image11.png]


[image: image12.png]


[image: image13.png]


[image: image14.png]


[image: image15.png]



© Phil Harding, 2006, www.oursouthwest.com





© Somerset Tourism





Hot





Cold





Dry





Wet





© Elizabeth Cooksey, 2008, www.oursouthwest.com








PAGE  
1

