SWCCIP newsletter, Issue 2 February 2006
Welcome to the 2nd e-newsletter from the South West Climate Change Impacts Partnership (SWCCIP). The SWCCIP's aim is to investigate, inform and advise on the impacts of climate change in South West England and its main focus is on adapting to climate change. This newsletter will inform you of climate change news and events in the region and beyond.  If you have not received this newsletter directly and would like to be added to the distribution list, or would like to unsubscribe, please email sarah.hendel-blackford@environment-agency.gov.uk with subscribe or unsubscribe in the title. For more information on any of these items or the SWCCIP work, go to www.oursouthwest.com/climate
Issue 2 At a glance:

SWCCIP news:

· Question Time: New SWCCIP FAQs page! Your climate change questions answered
· Highlighting Climate Change in the South West: SWCCIP work into regional and national policy development

· Climate change impacts South West's key sectors Current work of SWCCIP's six sector groups

Regional and Partners' news: 

· The search for South West’s First Young Climate Change Champion!
· UKCIP news
National and International News:

· Avoiding Dangerous Climate Change -  DEFRA report
· Climate change: presentation slides from Hadley Centre
· Agriculture and Climate Change - NFU report
· Are developers liable for ignoring climate change?
· Britain's emissions plan rejected
· Eurobarometer Energy Survey Shows Major Differences in Attitudes
· Climate Change: Montreal and Beyond:
Events at a glance:

· 1st March, Managing the Weather: Climate change event, Arup Bristol: PLACES STILL AVAILABLE!!!

· 16th March: free workshop: Climate Change: how can local government adapt?
SWCCIP news:

· Question Time: New SWCCIP FAQs page!

Any questions on climate change? Everything you need to know about positive feedbacks, the Gulf Stream switching off, global dimming and everything in between can be found at the SWCCIP's new Frequently Asked Questions page! It has links to UKCIP and Met Office Faqs as well as links to educational material. Check it out at: http://www.oursouthwest.com/climate/faqs/faqs.htm
· Highlighting Climate Change in the South West: SWCCIP has been busy submitting evidence to DEFRA's Adaptation Policy Framework (APF), providing real examples of adapting to climate change in the region, as well as urging DEFRA to ensure the APF aims to reduce our vulnerability to climate change impacts. SWCCIP has also input into the Regional Spatial Strategy to ensure that the challenges of adapting to and mitigating against climate change are planned for, as well as the Regional Economic Strategy, welcoming the recognition of the need to live within environmental limits.  Work is ongoing to input into the consultation on the Code for Sustainable Homes. To read SWCCIP submissions, go to : www.oursouthwest.com/climate
· Climate change impacts South West's key sectors: SWCCIP has six sector groups examining the implications of climate change and how we need to respond to them. For more information on the work of sector groups, or to get involved contact Sarah Hendel-Blackford.

Utilities, Housing and Construction Sector Groups: These two groups are co-hosting an event TOMORROW, 1st March 2006, with Institute of Civil Engineers (ICE) . Speakers include Sue Roaf, author of “Adapting Buildings and Cities for Climate Change: A 21st Century Survival Guide” and Jake Hacker, author of “Beating the heat: keeping UK buildings cool in a warming climate”. To register for this event, email ice.southwest@ice.org.uk or tel: 01626 879836
Tourism Sector Group:
The Tourism Sector Group is chaired by the National Trust with the aim: "To change visitor behaviour, business practice and involve local communities in adapting to climate change now, through awareness raising, informing, advising and promoting real examples".  Next Meeting: 28 April 2006

Biodiversity Sector Group:

English Nature chair the Biodiversity Sector Group, with the aim to "Create flexibility and opportunities for habitats and species in the face of climate change". The last meeting we heard from Pam Berry talking about the MONARCH project on national research on the impacts of climate change on biodiversity in the UK.  Next Meeting: 20 April 2006

Local Government Sector Group: The aim of this group is to "Reduce our vulnerability to the impacts of climate change through planning decisions for the built environment and emergency planning. Devon County Council are hosting a workshop:" Climate Change: how can local government adapt?” 16 March 2006 10am-3pm, Exeter.This workshop is for local authority officers in all authorities in the South West, with speakers from DEFRA, UKCIP, Devon and Somerset County Councils. To register for this event contact Sarah Hendel-Blackford : email sarah.hendel-blackford@environment-agency.gov.uk 01392 442125
Agriculture Sector Group:
This group conducted some research assessing farmer attitudes to Climate Change throughout the region. Nearly 1000 farmers were targeted with over 300 replies. Over half the farmers responded that climate change was important or extremely important to their business, over 80% said they had noticed effects of climate change on their own farm, but over half also admitted that their knowledge of how climate change would impact on them was average to poor. Work is ongoing to highlight the challenges and opportunities that climate change poses to the agriculture sector.

· We need you! From growing different crops to installing balancing ponds, do you know of any examples of adapting to climate change in the region? If so, we would like to hear about them! SWCCIP is compiling a case study database to promote examples of adapting to climate change, which will also feed into a national database. Contact Sarah.Hendel-Blackford@environment-agency.gov.uk with 'case study' in the title of the email.

SWCCIP Partners and regional news:

· The Search is on for South West’s First Young Climate Change Champion! Climate Change Minister Elliot Morley has launched a national search for 9 young people from across England, who will act as the voices of climate change in their region. There will be one winner selected for each of England's 9 regions, including the South West. The youth competition is open to any young person aged between 10-18. Potential applicants to the Climate Change Youth Competition can see further details and download an application form from the "Climate Challenge" website at www.climatechallenge.gov.uk. The deadline for entries will be March 31, 2006.

· UKCIP news: 

1) UKCIP Scenarios Gateway
The Scenarios Gateway, the area of the UKCIP website containing maps, data and guidance relating to the UKCIP02 climate change scenarios, now permits applications for data licences (which are free) to be made online. The Scenarios Gateway can be found at http://www.ukcip.org.uk/scenarios/. All licensed users are listed in the UKCIP02 Users Database, which is provided as an online resource to promote integration and knowledge-transfer between different users, research communities and stakeholder groups. The database has recently been upgraded, and now provides greater information on how the UKCIP02 data is being used. It can be accessed
at http://www.ukcip.org.uk/scenarios/users/.

2) UKCIP - New appointment: UKCIP has appointed Roger Street in the role of Technical Director. Roger comes to UKCIP from Canada where he was with Environment  Canada running their Adaptation and Impacts Research Group. He has a great deal of experience with IPCC and we look forward to working with him.

3) BKCC mid-project update:
Brief mid-project reports have been published on the portfolio of research projects known as Building Knowledge for a Changing  Climate (BKCC). Collectively, the projects consider how climate change in the UK will affect different aspects of the built 
environment, addressing some of the research needs of decision-makers dealing with buildings, transport and utilities infrastructure. You can selectively obtain a copy of an individual report, or a folder containing all of the reports from the UKCIP 
website here http://www.ukcip.org.uk/resources/publications/pub_dets.asp?ID=74

National & International News:
· Avoiding Dangerous Climate Change

Defra have released their "Avoiding Dangerous Climate Change book". It consolidates the scientific findings of the Stabilisation 2005 conference and gives an account of the most recent developments on critical thresholds and key vulnerabilities of the climate system, impacts on human and natural systems, emission pathways and technological options of meeting different stabilisation levels 
of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. More details and an online version can be found at 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/climatechange/internat/dangerous-cc.htm

· Climate change and the greenhouse effect: presentation slides

This new Hadley Centre briefing is a collection of 60 slides with notes, containing up-to-date knowledge of the state of the climate  and projections for the future. The publication is accompanied by a CD-based PowerPoint presentation of the 60 slides. The CD, along with a paper copy of the briefing, can be obtained free of charge from the Hadley Centre 
website(http://www.metoffice.com/research/hadleycentre/pubs/brochures/)


· Agriculture and Climate Change

The NFU has unveiled a dedicated study into the impact of climate change on farming and growing in the UK. Agriculture and Climate Change maps predicted changes and outlines ways in which farmers can play a significant role in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and slowing global warming. The report is available at http://www.nfu.org.uk


· Are developers liable for ignoring climate change?

In an article published in Estates Gazette, Malcolm Dowden, an associate at Charles Russell LLP, explains that developers may be vulnerable to litigation in the future if they ignore good practice in planning for climate change once this is "reasonably 
foreseeable". The article is available here
http://www.cr-law.co.uk/resources/pdf/climate_change.pdf
· Britain's emissions plan rejected 

Britain has been denied leave by the European Commission to raise the amount of pollution it can create under the EU emissions trading scheme. Britain asked permission last year to increase the amount of carbon dioxide its industry was allowed to emit from 2005 to 2007 by 20 million tonnes. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/4740878.stm
· Eurobarometer Energy Survey Shows Major Differences in Attitudes across the EU-25

A survey on attitudes toward energy issues among the general public in the EU-25, accession and candidate countries, shows broad support for the EU as a policy-making body on energy issues. While there is extensive interest in renewable energy and energy efficiency, willingness to pay for appropriate measures is not always so strong. To look at the survey, go to: europa.eu.int/comm/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_247_en.pdf
· Climate Change: Montreal and Beyond:

Stavros Dimas, European Commissioner responsible for Environment discusses the outcome of the Montreal Climate Change Conference at the European Parliament on 16 January 2006 and describes the political achievements of the conference.

Firstly, two tracks (Convention track and Kyoto track) of official dialogue on the future scheme to tackle climate change were agreed. Furthermore, all the necessary decisions to make Kyoto fully operational were taken. In addition, Montreal went further and made the Kyoto Protocol a stronger more efficient instrument by strengthening Clean Development Mechanisms and creating institutions for the operation of the Joint Implementation. Europe was also able to demonstrate the significant progress it made in implementing the Kyoto Protocol and assert international leadership in the fight against climate change, particularly in engaging in constructive dialogue on the subject. Yet, it must remains the EU's first priority to build broad international support for further action.  www.europarl.eu.int/ 

Events at a glance:
· 1st March 2005: Climate Change seminar with the Institute of Civil Engineers, Bristol. PLACES STILL AVAILABLE!!!

Speakers include Sue Roaf, author of “Adapting Buildings and Cities for Climate Change: A 21st Century Survival Guide” and Jake Hacker, author of “Beating the heat: keeping UK buildings cool in a warming climate”. To register for this event, email ice.southwest@ice.org.uk or tel: 01626 879836
16 March 2006 Climate Change: how can local government adapt?” 10am-3pm, Devon County Hall, Exeter. Local Government workshop for local authority officers in all authorities in the South West. To register for this event or to find out more information about the sector group meetings, contact Sarah Hendel-Blackford

Hungry for more? Explore SWCCIP website: www.oursouthwest.com/climate
