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Climate SouthWest's aim is to investigate, inform and advise on the impacts of climate change in South West England and its main focus is on adapting to climate change.  For more information about Climate SouthWest and adapting to climate change in the South West, visit www.oursouthwest.com/climate. 
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At a glance…
Events



· Climate SouthWest’s ‘Adapting to Climate Change’ Week 2010 (7th – 11th June, various)
· UKCIP adaptation webinars (online, various dates)

Climate SouthWest News 
 
· Tourism businesses and climate change – 2010 survey results now available
· Using UKCP09 to assess the impacts of climate change on tourism in the SW 
· CoaST Change for Good 2010 event
Regional and Partner News
· ‘Vulnerability of Estuaries to Sea Level Rise’ – Environment Agency science report
· Met Office research shows droughts are likely to increase 

· Adaptation Reporting Power - supplementary guidance for Reporting Authorities 


· Met Office article: Volcanoes and climate change
· State of the Environment report 2010
· Adaptation in local authorities - new case studies online
National News
· Climate UK web portal now live!
· New Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra )ministers
· Government Departmental Adaptation Plans
· Environmental Audit Commission report: Adapting to climate change
· Adapting institutions to climate change 
· Adapting to Coastal Change: Developing a Policy Framework
International News
· New EU target for Biodiversity
· Adapting to Climate Change: EU Agriculture and Forestry (HL Paper 91)
· Adapting homes: New 'smart' roof saves energy in hot and cold climates
Events in Full
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· Climate SouthWest’s ‘Adapting to Climate Change’ Week 2010 (7th – 11th June, Various)
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Climate SouthWest has run an annual Adaptation Week since 2006. As in previous years, the 2010 Adapting to Climate Change Week will follow on from World Environment Day on Saturday 5th June – the theme of which is: "Biodiversity: Connecting with Nature", to coincide with 2010 as the International Year of Biodiversity. The week features a wealth of events that aim to celebrate some of the great work that has been going on in the region, as well as further raise awareness of the impacts of climate change and support actions that can help ensure a resilient South West. Key events taking place during the week are as follows:- 


Monday 7th June: 
· Exmoor Mires Restoration Project site visit 
· Internal SW Regional Development Agency and SW Tourism awareness raising seminar (Exeter, SWRDA and SWT staff only) 
Tuesday 8th June: 
· Stormwater Management in a Changing Climate: Water attenuation solutions for the built environment (Genesis Centre, Taunton - see below for more details) 
Wednesday 9th June: 
· Internal Environment Agency seminar - Preparing for climate change: creating a resilient South West (Exeter, Environment Agency staff only)
Thursday 10th June: 
· Devon Environmental Business Initiative (DEBI) Awards launch (Exeter) 
· Internal Environment Agency meeting – climate change and water quality (Exeter, Environment Agency Water Quality staff only)
For booking information and further details about all of these events, and others taking place during June, see the Adapting to Climate Change Week 2010 Programme of Events. Why not also take the opportunity to browse some of the new Climate SouthWest support materials, which include; case studies; presentation material; an online toolkit for tourism businesses; a UK Climate Projections 09 Case Study; and the results of a tourism business survey. These are highlighted in the programme and are all available on the Climate SouthWest website.

· UKCIP adaptation webinars (online, various dates)
The UK Climate Impacts Programme (UKCIP) is running a series of webinars looking at adapting to climate change. Taking the UKCIP Adaptation Wizard as its starting point, the series will look at steps in the process of adaptation. Webinars are open to all and free of charge.  For more information and to reserve your place, go to the UKCIP Training webpages.

Climate SouthWest News
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Tourism businesses and climate change 

- 2010 survey results now available
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The Climate SouthWest Tourism Sector Group recently commissioned the University of Exeter to undertake a survey on their behalf of tourism businesses in the SouthWest. The survey aimed to: 1) identify how far businesses have taken up the challenge of preparing for climate change, 2) help inform future work by the Climate SouthWest Tourism Group, and 3) help to prioritise future resource in addressing the needs of tourism businesses. Along with a number of other findings, the results show that 56% of respondents have already been affected by severe weather and 63% think that their businesses will be affected in the future, with flooding the highest concern. However, when asked about what adaptation actions they have implemented, only 46% of respondents have implemented any of the 13 measures given. Click here to read the full results: Tourism Business Survey 2010.
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Using UKCP09 to assess the impacts of climate change on tourism in the South West region 
South West Tourism, with the support of the Environment Agency and Climate SouthWest, has developed a case study investigating the use of the UK Climate Projections 2009 (UKCP09) for exploring the likely impact on tourism comfort and seasonality, in the South West region. The results show that the future climate should improve for tourism activity across the region and could work to extend the tourist season.  However, it also warns that the incidence in severe weather events is also projected to increase and that there will be challenges and management issues for strategic planners and businesses over the coming years.  The full report ‘Cost-a South West: what could tomorrow’s weather and climate look like for tourism in the South West of England?’ will inform the refresh of the regional tourism strategy ‘Towards 2015’ and is available from the UKCP09 website.
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CoaST Change for Good 2010 event
The Cornwall Sustainable Tourism project (CoaST) recently held their 7th annual ‘Celebration of collaboration and collective clout’, which was attended by almost a hundred members, Ambassadors and speakers from across the country.  Climate SouthWest was there to take part and talk about adapting to climate change.  More information and some presentations from the successful 2-day event can be found on the CoaST website.
Regional and Partner News
· ‘Vulnerability of Estuaries to Sea Level Rise’ – Environment Agency science report
The Environment Agency has recently published a series of reports on the vulnerability of estuaries to sea level rise, which are available through the online publications catalogue. The reports include a science summary, along with two more detailed science reports. The reports describe the development of new screening tools, which will allow planners and policy makers to rapidly identify the estuaries within England and Wales that are most vulnerable to future change if there are changes in sea level or other climate related factors, like storminess or river flow.  The authors would be interested in any feedback regarding the reports, particularly in terms of any intended or planned use - please contact Dr. Sarah Watkins at sarah.watkins@environment-agency.gov.uk
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· Met Office research shows droughts are likely to increase 
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A Met Office study on how climate change could affect the frequency of extreme droughts in the UK has found a range of possibilities - the majority of them showing such droughts will become more common. The study is the first step in assessing the likelihood of drought in the future, which could be vital for informing climate adaptation policy. Read the full article on extreme drought in the future on the Met Office website
· Adaptation Reporting Power - supplementary guidance for Reporting Authorities 
The Environment Agency have developed supplementary guidance to support those organisations in England and Wales who have received a UK Government Direction or invitation to report under the Adaptation Reporting Power. The Environment Agency’s guidance focuses on flooding, coastal change and water resources, and is designed to help reporting authorities produce a high-quality report that meets the Government's criteria.  It is intended to complement the Statutory Guidance to Reporting Authorities 2009, which is available on Defra’s website.  The Environment Agency is itself a reporting authority and is due to report by September 2010. As an 'early reporter', it has also committed to sharing information about its own report, which will be available on the website in due course.
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· Met  Office article: Volcanoes and climate change
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In response to recent public attention on volcanoes following the eruption of Eyjafjallajöekull in Iceland, the Met Office has added information to its website to explain the impact of volcanoes on the climate. The article puts the Eyjafjallajöekull eruption into historical context and looks at the impact of human activity.  Read the full article on the Met Office website.

· State of the Environment 2010

The South West Environment Network (SWEN) has recently published the State of the Environment 2010 report, which acts as a single environmental evidence base to inform decision-making in the region.  This evidence base supports the development and future monitoring of SWEN’s collectively agreed Environment Priorities; one planet living; the natural environment; valued landscapes; and inspired people.  It is intended to help improve understanding of environmental pressures in the region, enable monitoring to assess the effectiveness of actions, and effectively communicate progress.  The State of the Environment 2010 report, along with more information about SWEN, is available to read on the South West Observatory website. 
· Adaptation in local authorities - new case studies online

Defra has funded work to bring together a collection of over 40 case studies from local authorities who have taken action on climate change adaptation. The case studies cover 24 service areas and include 6 case studies from the South West; 

- Gloucestershire Rural Community School (community resilience and engagement)

- Gloucestershire (risk management and communication)

- South Gloucestershire (partnership working and NI188)

- Somerset (partnership working and catchment management)

- Devon (community resilience and flood risk management) 

- Cornwall (spatial planning and flood risk management)

The case studies are available on the UKCIP website.

National News
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· Climate UK web portal now live!

Climate UK is the national network of climate change partnerships (including Climate SouthWest!) from the English regions, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales.  Climate UK’s aim is to share knowledge and learning about tackling the consequences of climate change in the UK and to maximise the benefit from each Partnership's work.  The group is chaired by Richard Cresswell, Regional Director for the Environment Agency in the South West, facilitated by the UK Climate Impacts Programme and supported and part-funded by Defra (Adapting to Climate Change Programme).  Climate UK now has a single web portal with links to each of the region’s websites, making it easier for you to find out about current activity and responses to climate change around the UK.  Take a look at: www.climateuk.net 
· New Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra )ministers
The new ministers for Defra (the government department responsible for climate change adaptation) under the coalition government are as follows:

- Secretary of State: Caroline Spelman MP (Conservative)

- Minister of State for Agriculture and Food: Jim Paice MP 
- Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Natural Environment and Fisheries: Richard Benyon MP
- Parliamentary Under-Secretary: Lord Henley 

Lord Henley is specifically in charge of adaptation.  Further information about the portfolios and biographies of these ministers can be found on the Defra website.  Within the Department for Energy and Climate Change (DECC), which is responsible for climate change mitigation, the new Secretary of State is Chris Huhne MP (Liberal Democrat).
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· Government departmental climate change adaptation plans
Government departments recently launched their climate change plans, which include action they are taking to adapt to a changing climate. As well as adaptation plans for each department, a single summary document describes the Governments overall approach to both adaptation and mitigation.  The plans can all be viewed via the Defra website.
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· Adapting institutions to climate change 
The Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution (RCEP) has recently released its report into adapting institutions to climate change. The report concludes that while important initiatives have been taken (e.g. Climate Change Act 2008), further work is needed to ensure that organisations are developing their capacity to adapt. The report sets out a framework to be considered in order to help organisations build resilience to climate change. The press release, summary report and full report can be downloaded from the RCEP website. 
· Environmental Audit Commission report: Adapting to climate change

The House of Commons Environmental Audit Committee has issued its report ‘Adapting to climate change’. The Committee took evidence from witnesses across a range of sectors and organisations during winter 2009/10.  It acknowledges that the UK is ahead of most developed countries in its approach to adaptation to climate change. However, it recommends that Government does more to raise awareness of the need for adaptation in the UK.  
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Adapting to Coastal Change: Developing a Policy Framework 
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Defra has published Adapting to Coastal Change: Developing a Policy Framework, setting out ideas and guidance on how communities can plan for change.  It also looks at what managing change might mean for business, local infrastructure and the historic and natural environment.  The document is the first stage in an evolving framework of policy and guidance on supporting communities adapt to coastal change.  It will be informed by the Pathfinder programme, where fifteen local authorities have been selected as to explore a range of new approaches to adapting to coastal change, working in partnership with their local communities. Three of these local authorities are within the South West - Dorset, South Hams and Somerset.
International News
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· EU agrees new biodiversity targets
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On March 15th the European Union Environment Council agreed a new headline target for biodiversity for 2020 - to halt the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystem services in the EU by 2020, and restore them as much as is possible, recognising the importance of healthy ecosystem functioning.  Unfortunately, the target for 2010, which was agreed in 2001, has not been met.  However, the target has achieved a great deal in setting a benchmark for ambition and generating a tremendous amount of activity and partnership work.  Climate change places biodiversity under strong pressure and could even aggravate some of the other challenges, such as invasive species, ocean acidification and the proportion of species facing extinction. For more information, see either the EUROPA website for a full article, or the 2010 International Year of Biodiversity website for a short summary.
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Adapting to Climate Change: EU Agriculture and Forestry (HL Paper 91)
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The House of Lords European Union Committee published its report ‘Adapting to Climate Change: EU Agriculture and Forestry’ on 30th March 2010. The report concludes that, currently, the greatest need for adaptation lies in the southern parts of the EU, where some Member States are already facing severe problems caused by droughts and heatwaves.  It calls for better and more practical communication of knowledge gained from research to farmers and land managers.  The report also recommends strengthening the UK's research capacity so that it can inform policy on adaptation to climate change effectively. The report and volume of evidence are available to view on the UK Parliament website.
· Adapting homes: New 'smart' roof saves energy in hot and cold climates

Scientists in the US have developed a roof coating from waste cooking oil that can ‘read’ a thermometer, reflecting heat in summer and retaining heat in winter.  The material could reduce roof temperatures in warm weather by 50-80% and increase roof temperature in cold weather by up to 80%. Commercial availability is expected in 2013. Read the full article at EurekAlert!
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Hungry for more? Go to www.oursouthwest.com/climate 
Climate SouthWest

Address: Environment Agency, Manley House, Kestrel Way, Exeter, EX2 7LQ 
Direct line: 01392 442125 
Mobile: 07770537169
Email: climatesw@environment-agency.gov.uk 

Climate SouthWest is funded by the following organisations:
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Climate SouthWest’s Tourism Sector Group is supported by:
Climate South West has 2 South West Regional Improvement and Efficiency Programme funded projects 
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