Welcome to the 1st SWCCIP newsletter!

SWCCIP newsletter, Issue 1 November 05
Welcome to the 1st e‑newsletter from the South West Climate Change Impacts Partnership (SWCCIP). The SWCCIP's aim is to investigate, inform and advise on the impacts of climate change in South West England and its main focus is on adapting to climate change. This newsletter will inform you of climate change news and events in the region and beyond.  If you have not received this newsletter directly and would like to be added to the distribution list, or would like to unsubscribe, please email sarah.hendel‑blackford@environment‑agency.gov.uk with subscribe or unsubscribe in the title. For more information on any of these items or the SWCCIP work, go to www.oursouthwest.com/climate

SWCCIP news:

All go! Adopted Action Plan: An Action Plan was adopted last month in order to deliver the SWCCIP Business Plan priorities for Phase 2 (2005‑07) which cover:

1."Raise awareness of Climate Change impacts in priority sectors"

2."Develop examples of practical adaptation responses in South West"

3."Incorporate & implement adaptation into regional strategies/plans and monitor"

4."Secure appropriate resources to support growing regional activity"

Walking the talk: SWCCIP signs up to 'Greener Events' guide: To demonstrate its commitment to reducing the environmental impact of the conferences and seminars, SWCCIP uses the nationally recognised 'Greener Events' guide. The guide is an excellent source of advice on how to reduce the environmental impacts of events. SWCCIP encourages other organisations that share its aims and objectives to visit the guide and sign up.

Highlighting Climate Change in the South West: SWCCIP has set up a sub group to input into the Regional Spatial Strategy to ensure that the challenges of adapting to and mitigating against climate change are planned for. SWCCIP has also submitted evidence to the House of Lords Select Committee looking at the impacts of climate change on water management. Work is ongoing to input into the draft Regional Economic Strategy and the National Adaptation Policy Framework.

Climate change impacts South West's key sectors: SWCCIP has six sector groups examining the implications of climate change and how we need to respond to them. For more information on the work of sector groups, or to get involved contact Sarah Hendel‑Blackford.

Utilities, Housing and Construction Sector Groups: These two groups are helping to organise an event on 1st March 2006 with Institute of Civil Engineers (ICE) on climate change and the work of SWCCIP, including focussing on water management and the challenges for the built environment in the face of climate change.

Tourism Sector Group:

The group has helped organise and support "Climate Change and Tourism" workshops for businesses. The Tourism Sector Group met in October and have established the aim: "To change visitor behaviour, business practice and involve local communities in adapting to climate change now, through awareness raising, informing, advising and promoting real examples".

Biodiversity Sector Group:

English Nature hosted the meeting of the Biodiversity Sector Group in November with other interested parties; this group is scoping out priority areas of work in order to manage the threat of climate change on key species in the region.

Local Government Sector Group: 
This group will be focusing on working to create a business case for local authority action on adapting to Climate Change and will host a meeting for local authorities in the region which would like to contribute to this work.

Agriculture Sector Group:

This group conducted some research assessing farmer attitudes to Climate Change throughout the region. Nearly 1000 farmers were targeted with over 300 replies. Over half the farmers responded that climate change was important or extremely important to their business, over 80% said they had noticed effects of climate change on their own farm, but over half also admitted that their knowledge of how climate change would impact on them was average to poor. Work is ongoing to highlight the challenges and opportunities that climate change poses to the agriculture sector.

We need you! From growing different crops to installing balancing ponds, do you know of any examples of adapting to climate change in the region? If so, we would like to hear about them! SWCCIP is compiling a case study database to promote examples of adapting to climate change, which will also feed into a national database. Contact Sarah.Hendel‑Blackford@environment‑agency.gov.uk with 'case study' in the title of the email.

News from SWCCIP Partners:

"Low Carbon South West": Recent statistics from Defra show that the South West accounts for 7.4% of the UK's CO2 emissions. GOSW has launched an important new section on the region's sustainability website, "Low Carbon South West" www.oursouthwest.com/lowcarbon. The purpose of this new web page is to bring together in one place the relevant regional strategies and actions to help the region become a low carbon region. It will undergo continuous development as activities are developed by regional partners.The strategies and actions are shown against four themes:‑
 ‑ Energy Efficiency in Business & the Public Sector

‑ Renewable Energy

‑ Housing & Fuel Poverty

‑ Energy Security.

The new web page also highlights the three national strategies that set the over‑arching framework for how UK regions can move towards reducing the environmental impact of energy use, i.e. the UK Sustainable Development Strategy, the UK Climate Change Programme and the Energy White Paper.

UK Climate Impacts Programme (UKCIP): Three new staff have joined, which has allowed the development of a  dedicated Knowledge Transfer Team, headed by Gerry Metcalf with Laurie Newton and Jane Pendlenton responsible for capacity building in Local Authorities and Businesses, respectively.

‑ Monthly cuttings pack: available through the UKCIP website

(www.ukcip.org.uk), covering new academic literature on climate change

science, impacts and adaptation.

‑ Two new publications available:

Climate change and London's transport systems

Climate change and the historic environment

Both can be downloaded or requested in hard copy from the UKCIP website

(www.ukcip.org.uk).

National Trust: The National Trust have produced a publication on how climate change is impacting the coastline, including examples from the region. "Shifting Shores: living with a changing coastline' can be accessed on the National Trust website www.nationaltrust.org.uk

The Woodland Trust together with the BBC are continuing their biggest ever survey into the arrival of spring with Springwatch 2006. In 2005 nearly 100,000 people took part and they are hoping for even greater numbers in 2006. The first frog spawn has already been spotted in the south‑west (26th October) and so recording of the six signs of spring is now live at www.bbc.co.uk/springwatch. Everyone is asked to look out for and record the first sighting of frog spawn, the first red‑tailed bumblebee, the first seven spot ladybird, the first flowering of hawthorn, the first peacock butterfly and the first swifts to arrive back in the UK. Follow the arrival of spring through the live tracking maps online and look out for the results in the BBC Springwatch series with Bill Oddie in the early summer.

Sustainability South West (SSW) : Key regional agencies agree to press ahead with RSDF refresh In November key agencies from across the South West met to discuss the future of the Regional Sustainable Development Framework (RSDF). A consensus was reached that the RSDF needed a refresh to ensure it is up to date with the evolving regional agenda and new national sustainable development strategy, Securing the Future. Support was also given for the RSDF to become an interactive web‑based tool which enables a wide range of audiences to implement sustainable development at a practical level. Watch this space for further opportunities to become involved

Sustainability Appraisal of draft Regional Economic Strategy pushes for a low carbon economy

SSW is undertaking the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of the draft RES. The aim is to assess the strategy's sustainability strengths and weaknesses and make recommendations on maximising the sustainability of the policy/delivery plan. The draft SA welcomes the statement of intent
This group conducted some 'that the South West will demonstrate that economic growth can be secured within environmental limits'. SSW also emphasises that the RES should lay the foundations of a low carbon economy, particularly for sustainable transport/access and construction. A summary and full version of the draft SA is available from http://www.southwestrda.org.uk/what‑we‑do/policy/res‑review2005/sea‑and‑sashtm

National and International news:

Defra launched a national consultation on the National Adaptation Policy Framework (APF) this month. The aim of the first phase of the APF is to gather

information regarding current adaptation activities occurring in various sectors in the UK. To this end, two stakeholder workshops were held in London in November, covering the Built Environment, Energy, Financial, Health, Planning and Transport sectors. More details are available from http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/cc‑nap‑framework/index.htm, including details of how SW stakeholders can provide their own evidence of adaptation action.

Climate change and the historic environment: University College London's Centre for Sustainable Heritage has published a major scoping study on climate change and the historic environment, including historic buildings and standing structures, buried archaeology, parks and gardens. Commissioned in 2002 by English Heritage, the report and underpinning research provides a view on the potential impact of various climate change scenarios on a range of historic assets over time. The final report can be downloaded at: http://www.ucl.ac.uk/sustainableheritage/climatechange/climatechangeandthehistoricenvironment.pdf

How Green is your Parliament? Norman Baker MP has issued a report on the environmental performance of the Parliament, which include:

‑ water consumption has risen by 58% since 1997

‑ gas consumption has risen by 34%

‑ electricity consumption has risen by 45%

‑ purchases of bottled water has gone up by 85% since 2001

‑ 33% of beers and ciders are from oversees

‑ 35% of fish are from endangered stocks

‑ there is no green transport plan for MPs despite them encouraging businesses to do so.

‑ 10,000 tonnes of CO2 is produced annually by the House of Commons.

Full report copies available from http://www.libdems.org.uk/environment/how‑green‑is‑your‑parliament.html

EU green paper on Adaptation to Climate Change: The European Commission will drive forward EU policy making on climate change and sustainable energy next year, through its 2006 work programme. The commission sees 2006 as a "critical year" for global climate policy. Its proposals add up to a substantial package that will keep climate issues at the forefront of the business agenda, including a green paper on adapting to climate change, exploring how to respond to "the increasing adverse effects" of global warming: See commission's 2006 work programme http://europa.eu.int/comm/atwork/programmes/docs/wp2006_en.pdf
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Events at a glance:

Green Business Tourism Scheme workshops: These are as follows: 1 December in Clovelly ‑ with North Devon Marketing Bureau, NDCCS, DCC and in Dorset on 30 November in Purbeck and on 1 December in Portland ‑ with Dorset CC, Jurrassic coast. Further workshops are to be held at Blackdown Hills, Braunton biosphere with others to follow. For more information, visit the Envision's website: www.southwestenvision.org.uk

5 December: Second National Councils' Climate Change Conference in Nottingham on 5th December, at which the second version of the Nottingham Declaration is to be launched. More details are available at www.nottingham2005.org

15 December: 'A climate of change in the countryside?' Focus on climate change in the countryside at the Royal Agriculture College. Speakers at the day event will include Sir Crispin Tickell and weather presenter Ian McCaskill. Programme on http://www.rac.ac.uk/latest_news.htm For more details or to register, please contact Juliet Baxter in the Conference Office on 01285 652531

18 January: SWCCIP Biodiversity Sector Group Meeting  ‑ for more information on this meeting, contact Andy King or Sarah Hendel‑Blackford, details on SWCCIP website

24 January: SWCCIP Tourism SG meeting ‑  for more information on this meeting, contact Alan Watson or Sarah Hendel‑Blackford, details on SWCCIP website

Hungry for more? Explore SWCCIP website: www.oursouthwest.com/climate
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NOTE: Whilst every effort is made to provide accurate information, SWCCIP accepts no liability for the accuracy of the news items in this newsletter. 

