What Is adaptation?

lan Bateman
Climate Change Officer
Devon County Councill
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Climate Change Agendas

An anthropogenic intervention to reduce the sources

Mitigation =

or enhance the sinks of greenhouse gases.

» Causes of climate change.
 Reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

This is NOT about reducing (mitigating) the effects of climate change.

Adjustment in natural or human systems in response

Adaptation =

to actual or expected climatic stimuli or their effects.

» Effects of climate change.
e Dealing with the impacts.

This is NOT about changing (adapting) our lifestyles to a low carbon economy.
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Increasing frequency of extreme events
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Increasing frequency of extreme events
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Increasing frequency of extreme events
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Better knowledge, increasing wealth and
improving technology
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Better knowledge, increasing wealth and
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Better knowledge, increasing wealth and
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But we don't know
WHEN, WHERE or
N HOW MUCH!

& “Adapt to what?”
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So how can | build 9

a business case for ~ )

adaptation?




So what do | know?

e Certain about what has happened.
e Certain about what is vulnerable NOW.

 Understand the broad “direction of travel” of
climate.

— Warmer wetter winters

— Hotter drier summers

— More extreme weather events
— Arrising sea level

Work in the present to identify and climate-proof current

VULNERABILITIES
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