
Shifting Shores in the South West



Facing up to the impact of climate change



The threat to the South West



South Milton Sands: The Problem

1. The timber sea defences were in a 
dangerous condition

2. The continued maintenance of 
these defences presented a serious 
resource implication to the National 
Trust  

3. The provision of a car park on its 
own should not dictate what is right 
for the beach and wider 
environment

4. However, the National Trust also 
recognised that the beach was a 
valuable resource and source of 
income. It was important to improve 
access to it, provide a reasonable 
parking provision and allow 
opportunities to develop our visitor 
experience at the beach



South Milton Sands: The Solution

‘To deliver a soft and flexible sand 
dune system that would ‘flex’ and 
‘adapt’ to sea level change’



1. We have removed much of our previous 
liability and now have a beach landscape that 
requires minimal time and management input 

2. South Milton Sands is a much more 
attractive and safer beach to visit.

3. This has allowed us to develop our visitor 
offer and income through beach concessions

4. A new concession at our café, significantly 
improved food offer and structural 
modifications to the café itself have enabled it 
to become a year-round venue, and as a result 
the beach a destination location

5. Improved local relationships have meant we 
are able to have well informed and open 
debates as to the future management and 
evolution of the beach

South Milton Sands: 2011 (36 months on…)



1. Long term planning is essential

2. Work with nature not against it

3. Think and act in the wider context

4. Solutions need partnerships

5. Involving the public is critical

South Milton Sands: Summary

For further information contact the National 
Trust on 01548562344 

Email: simon.hill1@nationaltrust.org.uk

Visit: www.ntsouthdevoncountryside.co.uk

mailto:simon.hill1@nationaltrust.org.uk
http://www.ntsouthdevoncountryside.co.uk/
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