
NI188 County Level Key Findings and UKCP09

South West NI188 Workshop, Taunton, 25 January 2010

Paul Bowyer, Science Officer, UKCIP



What is a Key Finding? 

• South West 2020s:

• Under medium emissions, the central estimate of change 
in summer mean precipitation is –8%; it is very 
unlikely to be less than –27% and is very unlikely to be 
more than 14%. A wider range of uncertainty is from –
27% to 18%. 

Source: http://ukclimateprojections.defra.gov.uk/content/view/2268/528
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Spatial Variation in the South West: Examples

Change in mean summer daily maximum temperature, 2050s, Medium Emissions
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Spatial Variation in the South West: Examples
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Spatial Variation in the South West: Examples

Change in summer precipitation (%), 2050s, Medium Emissions
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Spatial Variation in the South West: Examples
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County Level Key Findings

• Range (10% - 90% probability level) within an emissions 

scenario per time period

• Wider range (10% - 90% probability level) over all 

emissions scenarios per time period



County Level Key Findings: Worked Example

Wider range within the medium emissions scenario (10% - 90% Probability Level) 

Change in summer precipitation (%), 2050s, Medium Emissions

10% Probability Level:

-46, -44, -47, -49, -49, 52, 

-55, -51, -41, -50



County Level Key Findings: Worked Example

Wider range within the medium emissions scenario (10% - 90% Probability Level)

Change in summer precipitation (%), 2050s, Medium Emissions

90% Probability Level:

8, 7, 8, -2, -2, -2, -2, -2, 

7, -2



County Level Key Findings: Worked Example

Wider range within the medium emissions scenario (10% - 90% Probability Level)

Change in summer precipitation (%), 2050s, Medium Emissions

90% Probability Level:

8, 7, 8, -2, -2, -2, -2, -2, 7, -

2

10% Probability Level:

-46, -44, -47, -49, -49, 52, -

55, -51, -41, -50

•By the 2050s, under a medium emissions scenario, the range of change in summer 

precipitation in the county of Cornwall, is -55% to 8%. Or

•By the 2050s, under a medium emissions scenario, changes in summer precipitation 

in the county of Cornwall, are very unlikely to be less than -55%, and very unlikely to 

be greater than 8%.
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