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Presentation overview

h  Overview SWCCIP

h  How SWCCIP can help 
you deliver on NI188

h  How the Environment 
Agency can help you 
deliver on NI188 

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
This morning I’m wearing 2 hats;



Representing the SWCCIP - Alex Webb Partnership Manager sends apologies / unable to be with us today

Representing the EA – my substantive role





Today’s talk - For those of you who are not as yet familiar with SWCCIP I’ll give you a brief overview / potted history of what it is / does



I’ll then attempt to give you a very brief overview of the sort of areas of work / level of support you can expect to receive from both the EA & the SWCCIP



In the 10 mins or so I have it will be difficult to give you anything more than just an overview of what’s available, however, what I am planning to do (working with my Area colleagues, HO team and the SWCCIP)  is to  provide you all with is a 188 pack which will include:

Info on the types of data available

Guidance

case studies

Available resources

contact details, etc

And anything else I can find that \I think you will find useful

�



SW Climate Change Impacts Partnership

h  SWCCIP Mission: 

“To investigate, inform and advise on the environmental, 
social and economic impacts of climate change in SW 
England, and develop and promote sustainable 
adaptation responses”

h  Established 2001 – partnership between key regional 
stakeholders

h  Emphasis on impacts and adaptation

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
So what is the SWCCIP? It’s Mission is as follows:



And it’s for this reason that the SWCCIP are happy / keen to work with You all on delivering against NI188…we see it as part of our raison d’etre.



SWCCIP established back in 2001



SWCCIP = Partnership of regional stakeholders



Currently co-chaired by EA & GOSW



Other Key partners:

SWRA, SWRDA, SW Water, Ecclesiastical Insurance Group, SW Tourism



Forum Partners – Met Office, National Trust, UKCIP , RSPB, Defence Estates (MOD), Sustainability SW, RAC, Devon CC, Bond Pearce LLP, Future Foundations



Emphasis is unashamedly on adaptation reflecting that although rising up the political agenda, adaptation is still seen as the poorer cousin – NB new CC & Energy Dept though a very good thing is unlikely to include Adaptation…
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The SW climate change study 
set out to:

- Describe climate change 
scenarios for the SW

- Identify the likely impacts of 
such change 

- Suggest actions needed to 
respond to impacts. 

- Sector Groups now established 
– including Local Authorities

‘Warming to the Idea’ – Scoping Report

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
First key output from Partnership was “Warming to the Idea” – launched in 2003



Based on the UKCIP02 scenarios the report describes the CC scenarios for the SW and then identifies the likely impacts these changes will cause… 



The report then goes on to suggest the sorts of actions across a range of sectors that are needed to respond to those impacts



However, its important to remember it’s a Scoping report and doesn’t purport to give the definitive answer.



We may be increasingly confident in understanding what the physical changes to our climate are likely to be but still quite early on in our understanding on what the impacts of those changes will be for different sectors and how and when we should respond…



In order to answer these questions we have established several sector groups covering topics such as : Agriculture / Utilities / Biodiversity and of course Local Government.
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SWCCIP Support

h  Local Government Sector Group – sharing information and 
best practice 

h  Local Authority climate change 
signatories report and map

h  www.oursouthwest.com/climate

h  Specific LAA and Climate Change 
website page

“Adaptation is the only means to reduce the unavoidable costs 
of climate change over the next few decades” (Stern Review 

2006)

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�




�

http://www.oursouthwest.com/climate


Information Sharing and Advice

SWCCIP can: 

h  signpost you to tools and guidance via website

h  share information through the Network and quarterly 
newsletter

h  provide adaptation advice to help with the development 
of climate change strategies & action plans

h  help develop and promote regionally specific guidance

h  respond to demands

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
The SWCCIP – if it doesn’t know the answer ‘it knows a man that can’ through its network of contacts, EA, GOSW and especially UKCIP…



…can signpost you to a wealth of info / guidance on CC matters eg LCLIP, Nottingham Declaration, news on UKCIP08, Retrofit guide / developers checklists, etc.



In fact the partnership’s website (where most of this info is held / signposted) is your one stop shop for info on CC in the region and one of its strengths is that is regularly updated on a weekly basis which is why it tops the charts in almost every search engine when searching for CC & SW…



Via its extensive network ( 600+ members) can send out sector specific information – i.e. on LA issues. Receive quarterly news letter covering local, regional, national and international news on climate change adaptation.



…can provide advice on including adaptation in LA climate change strategies and plans.



…can provide regionally specific guidance eg GOSW and SWCCIP working with DCC guidance note on how existing requirements under the Civil Contingencies Act 2004 (CCA) support the actions required under NI 188 so that LAs/LSPs can avoid duplication of effort.



But more importantly the SWCCIP is in a position to respond to demands from you for help so get involved…�



Role of Environment Agency
h  Leading role in limiting and preparing for the 

impacts of climate change.

h  Four Adaptation priorities:

h  Flood Risk Management

h  Coastal Issues

h  Biodiversity

h  Water scarcity and drought

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
EA has a leading role in limiting & adapting to CC…



…In fact Kylie & I have just come back from an internal EA conference on CC where our interim Chief Exec was very keen to stress the EA’s desire to be seen as the leading Public Body on CC Adaptation..



To this end we have identified Nationally 4 key adaptation priorities:



…But our expertise also extends to issues over WQ, Waste, Planning, Conservation, Recreation, etc, etc.



And in essence it is this expertise that we are keen to share with LA 



not just because we now have a statutory duty to cooperate with LA on LAAs but because we can see by doing so it will also help us to better deliver on our 4 key priorities ie a Win Win�



Where we can help
h  Advice on appropriate development 

h  Exchanging data

h  Inputting to Local Climate Impacts Profile

h  Flood Warnings direct

h  Biodiversity work

h  Sustainable Drainage Systems

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
 Appropriate Development - We can offer guidance & resources for LAs including advice on SEAs / and how best to use SMP’s and CFMP’s to inform your LDF & the appropriate links to NI189



 Data - We (links with the SW Observatory) have mountains of data used to strengthen your evidence base / win over sceptics as well as producing maps showing Flood risk / availability of summer and winter surface and groundwater and shortly we’ll be adding Coastal Erosion 



 This data can be used for example to help with producing an LCLIP



 Floodline Warnings Direct (FWD) service available to those at highest flood risk. 

 EA has also produced a number of other resources that can help build adaptive capacity and information on reducing flood impacts.



 We are the lead partner for certain BAP habitats and species. And can help make the link to NI197



SUDs are an alternative approach to traditional drainage approaches eg rainwater harvesting, permeable paving, soakaways. etc

SUDS therefore an effective way of ensuring local developments are thinking about adaptation. 

�



Actions – Strategic Flood Risk Assessments

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
When we mentioned we were giving this presentation HO were keen we took the opportunity to promote 3 Actions in making progress against N188:



First = Flood Risk & the application of PPS25:



Each LPA is rqd. by PPS25 to undertake a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) when producing their LDF which must take account of climate change. 



Completing a level 1 or 2 SFRA would in our view be evidence of achieving a Level 1 rating in NI188. 



translating SFRA’s findings into LDF policies (that steer development away from flood risk areas) or incorporating SFRA results into Sustainability Appraisals would in our view be evidence of achieving  Level 2 in NI188.



• Production of supplementary planning guidance on flood risk would be evidence of achieving a Level 3.



• And delivery of such initiatives, SPGs (in full) etc alone or as part of an overall climate change adaptation action plan would be evidence of achieving Level 4.�



Actions - Surface Water Management Plans (SWMPs)

Slad Road, Stroud   (Bernard Wakefield-Heath) http://www.bbc.co.uk/gloucestershire

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Of course, Flooding can arise from sources other than just rivers or the sea. 



More severe rainfall events as a result of climate change are likely to increase the risk of surface water flooding. 



SWMPs are an existing tool that LAs can use to assess and plan for how surface water will be managed in their areas.



We want to see these taken up more widely and believe LAs are best placed to lead on the production of SWMPs. �



Actions - Water Cycle Studies

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
And finally we would also like to see greater take up of Water Cycle Studies…



Water Cycle Studies provide a strategic framework drawing together interested parties and plans dealing with flood risk, water supply and water quality.



They provide an overview of environmental and infrastructure needs and help facilitate a coordinated approach to providing for development needs in a cost effective way. 



Swindon & Cheltenham provide two good examples where WCS have worked particularly well�



Adapting to Climate Change

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
To conclude:



There are lots of resources / guidance available to help you deliver on NI188 – this is just a small selection of what’s on offer…



It’s true to say that a fair amount of this is already given to you but I do appreciate that not everyone working in a LA will be aware of this (eg Chief Exec & Flood Maps / Coastal Erosion maps)…



which is why as part of the 188 pack we are hoping to produce for you we’ll do our best to indicate what info / guidance is available / already sent and more importantly some contact details should you need further assistance…



It is worth pointing out that this duty to cooperate is new and doesn’t come with any additional resources so although willing I can’t guarantee you’ll all get what you want when you want it all the time at least not straight away – like yourselves we  need some time to get prepared though hope the ‘188 info pack’ will be a start and aim to get this out in the next few weeks.�
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