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The UK Climate Impacts Programme (UKCIP)

“ helps organisations to assess how they might be affected by 
climate change, so that they can prepare for its impacts” .

• Set up by UK Government in 1997

• funded by Defra

• based at University of Oxford

Works through:

• stakeholder-led research

• partnerships

• programmes, and

• capacity building 

Provides common tools and datasets. All freely available on request, or 
over the internet



UKCIP tools and approaches to local authorities

• Supporting regional climate change 
partnerships

• Developing tools for local authorities

• Working on the Councils’ Climate Action Pack 
(in support of the 2nd Nottingham Declaration on 
Climate Change)



UKCIP02 climate change scenarios 

The main parameters used in reporting the data: all referred to 
baseline data for 1961-1990 

o regional variation: 50 km square grid over UK

o three time periods: 2020s, 2050s, 2080s

o four emissions scenarios: L, ML, MH, H

o climate variables 

o means, maxima, minima

o 4 seasons + Annual

o expert judgements of levels of confidence

o ‘UKCIPnext’ now in preparation



Changes in annual average temperature in UK



Changes in seasonal average precipitation in UK

Winter Summer



Building Adaptive Capacity & Delivering Actual Adaptation

Building Adaptive Capacity  (BAC)

• undertaking research, institutional change, education and training, 

• creating standards and legislation, management, and resources

• developing policies, plans, strategies

Delivering Actual Adaptation  (DAA)

• building flood defences or managing retreat

• putting more nails in a roof tile, increasing the diameter of a drain

• creating ‘siesta’ times in a business or locality



Capacity Building in Local Authorities

Build capacity and develop adaptation strategies for:

• Local Government Service Areas

planning, roads, waste, housing, etc

• Local Authority as a Corporate Body

estate and facilities management, human resources management, etc

• Local Authority as a Community Leader

Local Strategic Partnerships, businesses, re-generation, etc



Main drivers for LA actions tend to be short-term

1. Comprehensive Performance Assessment

2. Council tax and efficiency savings

3. Re-election

4. Addressing the needs of the local community

5. Positive media profile

6. Educational attainment

Reponses from UKCIP User Forum workshop, November 2005



Second Nottingham Declaration on Climate Change 

• 100 Councils have signed the First Nottingham Declaration 
on Climate Change since its launch in 2000

• Second National Councils’ Conference on Climate Change 
was held December 2005 to launch new version of the 
Nottingham Declaration

• Target 200 campaign to sign up 200 councils by end of 2006

• A Councils’ Climate Action Pack due for release May/June 
2006

• UKCIP contributing to the adaptation strand





Mitigation strand

Adaptation strand
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• Get corporate 
buy-in

• Agree 
approach

• Allocate initial 
resources

• Undertake 
initial training

•Prepare local 
climate profile

•Identify potential 
impacts

•Prioritise significant 
impacts

•Identify relevant 
policy context

•Identify adaptation 
options

•Undertake risk 
assessment of 
options

•Confirm agreed 
adaptation response

•Review adaptation 
responses in policy 
context

•Develop 
adaptation action 
plan

•Take forward 
actions

•Integrate with other 
strategies and plans

•Communicate 
actions to Council 
staff and wider 
community

•Evaluate progress 
and reasons for 
any lack of 
progress in certain 
areas

•Revise adaptation 
action plan

Councils’ Climate Action Pack – draft schematic
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CCAP will support Mitigation and Adaptation 
in three Local Authority realms

corporate

services

community 

mitigation

adaptation

mitigation

adaptation

mitigation

adaptation



A Local Climate Profile

• Section 1 Past climate and impacts

o Historic climate data drawn from Met Office aggregated data from UK 
weather stations

o More recent weather related events in the locality and their impacts --
assembled from informal and formal local sources

• Section 2 Present weather and impacts

o A record of current weather-related events in the locality and their 
impacts -- to be assembled from informal and formal local sources 

• Section 3 Future climate 

o Near-term (next 10 years) climate data drawn from ‘UKCIPnext’ (at 
suitable local geography) 

o Decadal or longer time scale climate data from 2020 onwards drawn from 
‘UKCIPnext’ (at suitable local geography)


